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Introduction 

 
 
 
First and foremost, thank you to all who authored and co-authored the abstracts assembled here. Without 
your participation, no Halifax 2022 conference could have happened. Seven years ago when the Atlantic 
Geoscience Society* agreed to host the conference as the centerpiece for the celebration of its 50th 
anniversary, the aim was to develop a diverse meeting �² in terms of both the breadth of geoscience covered 
and the level of national and international participation. These abstracts demonstrate that both of those goals 
were achieved. We welcomed delegates (both in person and virtually) to Nova Scotia for this meeting that 
brought together the Geological Association of Canada, the Mineralogical Association of Canada, the 
Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists, and the Canadian National Chapter of the International 
Association of Hydrogeologists and also included participation from members of the Canadian College and 
University Environmental Network. The preceding two years of largely virtual conferences provided us with 
new mechanisms for communication and resulted in a virtual component that no doubt will continue to be 
present at future meetings. We tried to develop an affordable hybrid model that retains the in-person 
experience while enabling meaningful participation by those unable to attend in person for a wide variety of 
�U�H�D�V�R�Q�V�����7�K�H���+�D�O�L�I�D�[�������������F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H�P�H���R�I���´Riding the Waves of Change�µ���Z�D�V���V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���O�R�Q�J���E�H�I�R�U�H���D�Q�\�R�Q�H��
had ever heard of COVID-19. How appropriate that theme turned out to be �² just as no one has been 
immune to the changes in our lifestyles over the past two years, so no earth scientist is immune from the 
changes in our science �² �W�K�H�� �D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V�� �R�I�� �´�F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�µ���� �W�K�H�� �X�U�J�H�Q�W�� �Q�H�H�G�� �W�R�� �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�� �F�O�L�P�D�W�H�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H����
plastic pollution and responsible mineral development, the advances in analytical techniques and the new 
discoveries they bring. Those changes are reflected in the abstracts for the conference, and in the wide range 
of associated short courses/workshops, field trips, and outreach events. I take this opportunity to personally 
thank the hard-working and dedicated members of the organizing committee for Halifax 2022, fondly known 
as the "LOC". This diverse group of individuals representing not only the scientific organizations involved in 
the conference, but also universities, federal and provincial governments, geoscience-related companies 
throughout Atlantic Canada and beyond volunteered many, many hours to pulling this event together. 
Without them, it would not have happened. I am especially grateful to my LOC co-chair, Rob Raeside, and 
GAC president Deanne van Rooyen, whose combined wisdom and hard work resulted in a "GAC-MAC 
meeting" unlike any before it and perhaps created a viable model for those that follow it.    

 
Sandra Barr, Co-Chair and GAC representative 
Halifax 2022 Organizing Committee 

 
 
 

*The Atlantic Geoscience Society (AGS) brings together scientists interested in all aspects of earth science 
from universities, government institutions, and the mining, petroleum, and offshore exploration industries in 
the Atlantic Provinces. The AGS is active in public outreach and education, and the conference was a focus 
for the release of new publications including the second edition of The Last Billion Years �² A Geological History 
of the Maritime Provinces, the new map Journey Through Time: Places of Geological Significance in New Brunswick and 
Prince Edward Island, a new brochure on Nova Scotia Minerals and Gems, and a new video release on Joggins. 
Visit https://atlanticgeosciencesociety.ca/ for more details on how to obtain these and other AGS products, 
and for more information about AGS activities. Everyone is welcome. 

 
 

 

 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































