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1. INTRODUCTION
General Chair: Nancy Chow (University of Manitoba)
Co-Chair:
Anton Chakhmouradian (University of Manitoba)
Overview
On behalf of the Organizing Committee for Winnipeg 2013, we are pleased to submit the Final Report of the
2013 Joint Annual Meeting of the Geological Association of Canada and Mineralogical Association of
Canada. This report comprises summaries provided by the 14 subcommittees that worked diligently over the
past three years to host what we considered to be a very successful meeting.
Planning for Winnipeg 2013 began in the summer of 2008 with a review of possible venues and
consideration of the membership of the Local Organizing Committee (LOC). The first meeting of the LOC
took place on October 4, 2010. Although we initially had planned to hold the meeting at the University of
Manitoba’s Fort Garry Campus, we realized in early 2011 that the Winnipeg Convention Centre (WCC) was
a more suitable venue. The WCC offered: (1) the facilities to accommodate our meeting under one roof; (2)
professional staff with experience organizing large meetings; (3) a city centre location where airport transport
is readily available, and many hotels, restaurants and tourist attractions are within walking distance; and (4)
preliminary cost estimates that appeared affordable. The help of the WCC staff, coordinated by Suzanne
Lahr, our WCC Event Coordinator, simplified the LOC’s work in the year leading up to the meeting and
resulted in a professionally run meeting.
Winnipeg 2013 attracted considerable international attention, largely due to the two symposia honouring
Frank Hawthorne (SY-1 Earth Materials, Petrological and Geochemical Processes) and Petr Černý (SY-2
Granitic Pegmatites), both of whom are University of Manitoba researchers of international stature, and the
extended uranium session linked to the MAC short course (Uranium: Cradle to Grave). A total of 738
delegates attended Winnipeg 2013, down slightly from our conservative best estimate of 800. The general
impression is that our registration numbers were affected by the downturn in the minerals industry, the
limited travel budgets of government surveys and changes to the NSERC Discovery Grant Program. In
addition, four other geoscience conferences (AAPG, CSPG, CMOS, PEG) overlapped with or were
scheduled within two weeks of Winnipeg 2013.
The Technical Program Subcommittee put together a diverse program of four symposia and 30 special and
general sessions spanning the gamut of Earth science research and teaching in Canada and internationally. In
total, 482 abstracts were submitted which resulted in 341 talks presented during 11 concurrent sessions each
day and 106 posters which were all displayed in the Exhibits Hall for the duration of the meeting. The two
plenary addresses by Paul Hoffman (Harvard University, University of Victoria) on The Origin of Laurentia
and by Harold Gibson (Laurentian University) on The Science and the Discovery of Volcanogenic Massive
Sulphide Deposits were some highlights of the technical program.
Beyond the main meeting, 12 field trips were planned which offered a 3-billion year cross-section of
Manitoba geology, from Precambrian basement rocks to Holocene sediments. Although the field trip
program was designed to complement the technical sessions and short courses, the overall registration
number for the field trips was disappointing, particularly in light of the highly successful field trips of the
Winnipeg ’96 meeting. Two trips were run pre-meeting, one during the meeting and three post-meeting for a
total of 79 registrants. The reasons for the low field-trip registration appear to be the same ones as identified
for the lower-than-expected registration for the meeting.
The pre-meeting short courses were very successful. The GAC short course, Petrography of Layered Mafic
Intrusions, was booked to capacity with 19 registrants including 9 students. The MAC short course,
Uranium: Cradle to Grave, had 71 registrants, many of whom were from the USA and overseas.
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The Outreach Program featured the EdGEO teacher workshop and one-day field trip to southwestern
Manitoba, which were attended by 38 teachers. The special session on First Nations Geoscience brought
together First Nations elders and professional Earth science educators and teachers to share their perspectives
on Earth science outreach and teaching programs. The well-attended Geoscience in Our Lives public
presentation was given by Jim Teller (University of Manitoba) on The Drowning and Draining of Manitoba:
From Lake Agassiz to Today.
The Exhibits Hall was a popular venue in the afternoons as delegates gathered to view the poster
presentations, visit the exhibit booths, and chat with colleagues and friends over a drink or two. Special
events at Winnipeg 2013 featured the Prairie Roundup, where participants rode the Prairie Dog Central
Railway (complete with a train hold-up) to Grosse Isle for a prairie-style BBQ, and the Wind-up event at the
Forks National Historic Site, where delegates and a much-relieved LOC relaxed and dined al fresco near the
confluence of the Assiniboine and Red Rivers.
And finally, on behalf of the LOC, we wish to thank everyone, who participated and contributed to the
meeting, for helping to make Winnipeg 2013 such a success.
Advice for Future LOC Chairs



Regularly scheduled LOC meetings that are attended by the entire membership (and not just those
who have specific agenda items) are important for maintaining effective communication between the
different subcommittees and for obtaining input on various aspects of the planning.
During the last 6 months (or longer) leading up to the GAC-MAC Meeting, the General Chair and/or
Co-Chair should ask to be copied on all the GAC-MAC email correspondence of the various
subcommittee chairs. We found that this helped us to keep up-to-date on subcommittee work and to
identify any overlapping or conflicting activities or decisions.

Recommendations for GAC and MAC Councils
Each subcommittee report included in this final LOC report provides observations and/or recommendations
that may benefit the LOCs of future GAC-MAC Meetings. In addition, the following recommendations are
submitted to GAC and MAC Councils for their consideration.
Exhibits
 On-line registration should be developed for exhibitors.
Field Trips
 Publication of field trip guidebooks as Open Files by the corresponding provincial survey is the most
efficient option to ensure availability, with minimal financial risk. GAC and MAC websites should
provide links to the guidebooks.
 The field trip subcommittee should include a dedicated Safety Officer to assist field trip leaders in
assessing the safety hazards of their trips, developing mitigation plans, acquiring appropriate safety
equipment, and completing required safety forms.
Fundraising/Sponsorship
 GAC Council should consider developing a more coordinated fundraising initiative at the national
level that would also benefit the LOCs.
Outreach Program
 Registration for outreach program activities should be done locally and be coordinated by the
Outreach Program Chair.
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Publications
 English should be the official language of GAC-MAC Meetings, following the practice of most
international scientific meetings. For Winnipeg 2013, only one technical session in French was
proposed, but was cancelled because no abstracts were submitted for this session (not even by its
organizers).
Publicity
 A Facebook page should be set up for the main conference information, with perhaps an event page
that provides simple outline information and a link to the main page. This could be done by each
LOC or through GAC and MAC.
Registration
 The on-line abstract submission and registration pages should be given a full makeover to update
their format.
Short Courses
 GAC should reconsider its procedures for GAC short course organization in light of the
recommendations from recent LOC Short Course Chairs.
 GAC Council should reconsider its method of appointing Short Course Coordinators in order to
facilitate proper coordination of short-courses including the longer-term development of new shortcourses.
 GAC should take on the role of lead financial sponsor of GAC short-courses.
 If GAC is of the view that it has inadequate personnel and/or financial resources to address the
preceding recommendations, consideration should be given to termination of "GAC short courses"
and allowing these short-courses to be coordinated fully by individual meeting LOCs, where
appropriate in association with other sponsors, as a fully integrated part of the GAC-MAC scientific
program.

Submitted by: Nancy Chow and Anton Chakhmouradian
Dept. of Geological Sciences, University of Manitoba
Email: n_chow@umanitoba.ca
Phone: (204) 474-6451
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2. ACCOMMODATIONS AND BUSINESS MEETINGS
Subcommittee Chair: Alfredo Camacho (University of Manitoba)
Members: Rebecca Pikor (University of Manitoba)
Accommodation at a series of venues, within walking distance of the Convention Centre, and that encompass
a range of prices was arranged for Winnipeg 2013 delegates. A letter of agreement was signed with the three
venues where block bookings were arranged, with no financial responsibility falling to the LOC once rooms
were released by mid-April. Special rates (with no rooms set aside) were negotiated with three other hotels.
Delegates were provided with information about accommodation on the meeting website.
Bookings for Accommodations, 21-24 May 2013
Room block

Price

Holiday Inn

80

$109

Marlborough Hotel

80

$81

120

$55

University of Winnipeg
Fort Garry Hotel

$149

Place Louis Riel

$124

Delta Hotel

$164

Business Meetings
Geological Association of Canada (GAC)
Outgoing Council Meeting; Annual
Business Meeting; President’s Breakfast
Meeting; GAC-MAC Executive Breakfast
Meeting; Incoming Council Meeting

Contact
Karen Johnston <kajohnston@mun.ca>

GAC Division Meetings
Planetary Sciences

Gordon Osinski <gosinski@uwo.ca>

Precambrian Div. AGM

Tim Corkery <timothy.corkery@gmail.com>

Canadian Sedimentary Res. Grp

Elizabeth Turner <eturner@laurentian.ca>

Mineral Deposits AGM

Jacob Hanley <Jacob.Hanley@SMU.CA>

Volcanology & Igneous Petrology

Pete Hollings <pnhollin@lakeheadu.ca>

Structural Geology/Tectonics

John Waldron <john.waldron@ualberta.ca>

Geophysics

Philip McCausland <pmccausl@uwo.ca>

Mineralogical Association of Canada
(Members AGM Meeting)

Johanne Caron <Johanne.Caron@ete.inrs.ca>

Canadian Journal of Earth Sciences
(Editorial Board Meeting)

Jennifer Stewart <7lfredo7.stewart@nrcresearchpress.com>

Natural Sciences and Engineering Research
Council of Canada (Information Session)

Tiffany Lancaster <Tiffany.Lancaster@nserc-crsng.gc.ca>
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International Mineralogical Association
(Information Session)

Richard Goed <8lfredo.goed@univie.ac.at>

Canadian Geological Foundation (Meeting)

Jane Wynne <jane.wynne@shaw.ca>

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
(Information Session)

Ethan Townsend <ethan.townsend@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca>

Issues and Recommendations
During future GAC-MAC Meetings, the planning of business meetings should be reconsidered. We did not
have an email list of contacts to work from and the notifications came in dribs and drabs, which made room
and time allocation difficult. My suggestion is for GAC/MAC to provide the different groups and
associations with a deadline (e.g. end of early bird registration).

Submitted by: Alfredo Camacho
Dept. of Geological Sciences, University of Manitoba
Email: alfredo.camacho@umanitoba.ca
Phone: (204) 474-7413
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3. EXHIBITS
Subcommittee Chair: Bill Buhay (University of Winnipeg)
Members: Weldon Hiebert (University of Winnipeg), Brad Russell (University of Winnipeg)
The Winnipeg 2013 trade show was held at the Winnipeg Convention Centre (WCC) (Rooms 2FGH). The
trade show was held in conjunction with the poster displays to promote maximum exposure of the 21
attending exhibitors (Table 1; Appendix A). A total of 23 8×10’ booths were set-up for the 21 exhibitors (the
GAC and the MAC occupied 2 booths each). The booths were arranged close to the main entrance of the
WCC hall to also promote exhibitor exposure. Booth occupations for maximum exposure were designated in
order of registration.
The traditional three-tiered booth pricing scale was adopted as per the GAC-MAC protocol. Commercial and
government exhibitors were charged the highest booth price ($1008 – PST&GST included) while university
and arts and crafts exhibitors were provided with ~28% ($728 – PST&GST included) and 61% ($392 –
PST&GST included) discounts, respectively. Of the 21 exhibitors attending Winnipeg 2013, 15 were
commercial/government exhibitors, 5 were university exhibitors, and 1 was an arts and crafts exhibitor. One
full conference registration and up to three “exhibitor only” name tags were made available for the
commercial/government and university exhibitors (note – exhibitors granted complimentary booths did not
receive the one full registration with the exception of the MAC). The arts and crafts exhibitors were given the
option of receiving up to three “exhibitor only” name tags (no full conference registration). The exhibitor
only name tags allowed access to the Trade Show and the Tuesday evening icebreaker reception.
Eight of the 21 booths were provided complimentary to the LOC affiliated organizations (GAC, MAC,
Universities of Manitoba, Winnipeg, New Brunswick, Brandon University, The Manitoba Museum and the
Manitoba Geological Survey) (consult the exhibitor’s list).
A mineral display was set up opposite the exhibitor’s booths by the Mineralogical Society of Manitoba and
the R.B. Ferguson Museum of Mineralogy (University of Manitoba, Dept. of Geological Sciences). This
display was very well received by the exhibitors and Winnipeg 2013 registrants and organizers.
The reaction of the exhibitors to the overall layout and design of the trade show floor plan was very
favourable. Most of the Winnipeg 2013 registrants consulted found the exhibitor’s to be very informative for
their particular interests.
Basic Exhibitor Budget
The booths were facilitated and set-up by Central Display Ltd. Central display charged $75.00 per booth plus
PST & GST and a one-time handling charge of $100. For 23 booths the total charge was $2044.00 ($88.87
per booth). Other Central Display charges for items needed during the conference (extra tables, drapes etc.)
amounted to $363.89 (PST&GST included). The total charge for set-up and take down of the exhibitor
booths by Central Display was $2407.89. The Winnipeg Convention Centre charged $120 per electrical
outlet installation for each booth (note only 21 electrical outlet instillations were required since the GAC and
MAC occupied 2 booths each). The total charge for electrical outlet installations for the booths was
$2520.00. The total cost to facilitate the exhibitor booths (set-up, take down, electrical outlets) was $4927.89
($214.26 per exhibitor booth).
Ten (commercial/government exhibitors) of the 21 exhibitors were charged the full registration price of
$1008.00 ($10080.00 total); one university exhibitor was charged $728.00 and one arts and crafts exhibitor
was charged $392.00. The total revenue was $11200.00 (less $1344 PST&GST). The net profit from exhibits
was $4928.11.
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Issues and Recommendations
On-line registration is recommended for future GAC-MAC meetings. For the Winnipeg 2013 meeting an
Excel worksheet was e-mailed to each exhibitor to fill out and return (consult the registration form; Appendix
A).
Some exhibitors were perturbed over the charge for booth WiFi connections ($80 for the 3 day conference
duration). The expense (if any) of free WiFi should be included in the exhibitor registration costs for future
meetings.

Submitted by: Bill Buhay
Dept. of Geography, University of Winnipeg
Email: bill.buhay@gmail.com
Phone: (204) 786-9226
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Table 1. Exhibitors
Booth/Kiosque 1
Isomass Scientific Ltd.
#140, 5700-1 St. SW
Calgary, AB T2H 3A9
Phone/Tél: 403-255-6631
Fax/Télec: 403-255-6958
E-mail/Courriel: Peter.stow@isomass.com
Contact: Peter Stow
Booth/Kiosque 2
Department of Geology
Brandon University
2nd Floor, J. R. Brodie Science Centre
270-18th St. Brandon, MB R7A 6A9
Phone/Tél: 204-727-9680
Fax/Télec: 204-728-7346
E-mail/Courriel: lir@brandonu.ca
Contact: Rong-Yu Li
Booth/Kiosque 3 & 4
Geological Association of Canada (GAC)
c/o Department of Earth Sciences
300 Prince Phillip Drive
Memorial University of Newfoundland
St. John’s, NL A1B 3X5
Phone/Tél: 709-864-7660
Fax/Télec: 709-864-2532
E-mail/Courriel: gac@mun.ca
Contact: Karen Dawe
Booth/Kiosque 5
Actlabs Ltd.
1336 Sandhill Dr.
Ancaster, ON L9G 4V5
Phone/Tél: 905-648-9611
Fax/Télec: 905-648-9613
E-mail/Courriel: stacy@actlabs.com
Contact: Stacey Russell
Booth/Kiosque 6
Acme Analytical Labs
Suite 1201-700 West Pender St.
Vancouver, BC V6C 1G8
Phone/Tél: 604-253-3158
E-mail/Courriel: Lisa.Melton@acmelab.com
Contact: Lisa Melton
Booth/Kiosque 7 & 8
Mineralogical Association of Canada (MAC)
490 rue de la Couronne
Quebec City, QC G1K 9A9

Phone/Tél: 418-653-0333
Fax/Télec: 418-653-0777
E-mail/Courriel:
jcaron@mineralogicalassociation.ca
Contact: Johanne Caron
Booth/Kiosque 9
Geosciences Laboratory
933 Ramsey Lake Road
Sudbury, ON P3E 6B5
Phone/Tél: 705-670-5644
Fax/Télec: 705-670-3047
E-mail/Courriel: Merilla.clement@ontario.ca
Contact: Merilla Clement
Booth/Kiosque 10
Nunavut Arts and Crafts Association
PO Box 1539, Iqaluit, NU X0A 0H0
Phone/Tél: 867-979-7808
Fax/Télec: 867-979-6880
E-mail/Courriel: mbeauregard@gov.nu.ca
Contact: Mike Beauregard
Booth/Kiosque 11
Manitoba Geological Survey
360-1395 Ellice Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R3G 3P2
Phone/Tél: 204-945-6549
Fax/Télec: 204-945-1406
E-mail/Courriel: Christian.bohm@gov.mb.ca
Contact: Christian Böhm
Booth/Kiosque 12
GAC-MAC 2014
Dept. of Earth Sciences
University of New Brunswick
Box 4400, 2 Bailey Drive
Fredericton, NB E3B 5A3
Phone/Tél: 506-447-3190
E-mail/Courriel: dlentz@unb.ca
Contact: David Lentz
Booth/Kiosque 13
Elemental Controls – Niton XRF
3230 Wharton Way
Mississauga, ON L4X 2C1
Phone/Tél: 866-544-9974
Fax/Télec: 905-282-9519
E-mail/Courriel:
kgrattan@elementalcontrols.com
Contact: Keith Grattan
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Booth/Kiosque 14
Living Sky Geophysics Inc.
31 McCully Cr.
Saskatoon, SK S7L 5L8
Phone/Tél: 306-249-2800
E-mail/Courriel:
David.bingham@livingskygeophysics.ca
Contact: David Bingham
Booth/Kiosque 15
Department of Geography
University of Winnipeg
515 Portage Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R3B 2E9
Phone/Tél: 204-786-9451
Fax/Télec: 204-774-4134
E-mail/Courriel: m.vachon@uwinnipeg.ca
Contact: Marc Vachon
Booth/Kiosque 16
Olympus Canada
25 Leek Cr.
Richmond Hill, ON L4B 4B9
Phone/Tél: 289-269-0160
E-mail/Courriel: Laura.boccia@olympus.com
Contact: Laura Boccia
Booth/Kiosque 17
Canadian Science Publishing
Building M-55
1200 Montreal Road
Ottawa, ON K1A 0R6
Phone/Tél: 613-998-6913 Fax/Télec: 613-9527656
E-mail/Courriel:
Kelly.bogh@nrcresearchpress.com
Contact: Kelly Bogh
Booth/Kiosque 18
GNS Scientific/Rafter Radiocarbon
30 Gracefield Road
PO Box 31312
Lower Hutt 5040
New Zealand
Phone/Tél: +64 4570 4123
E-mail/Courriel: m.sim@gns.cri.nz
Contact: Mike Sim
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Booth/Kiosque 19
Department of Earth Sciences
Laurentian University
935 Ramsey Lake Road
Sudbury, ON P3E 2C6
Phone/Tél: 705-675-1151 Fax/Télec: 705-6754898
E-mail/Courriel: ntardif@laurentian.ca
Contact: Nicole Tardif
Booth/Kiosque 20
Department of Geological Sciences
University of Manitoba
240 Wallace Bld.
125 Dysart Road
Winnipeg, MB R3T 2N2
Phone/Tél: 204-474-9371
Fax/Télec: 204-474-7623
E-mail/Courriel: Ij_ferguson@umanitoba.ca
Contact: Ian Ferguson
Booth/Kiosque 21
Carl Zeiss Canada Ltd.
45 Valleybrooke Drive
Toronto, ON M3B 2S6
Phone/Tél: 800-387-8037
E-mail/Courriel: darryl.dyck@zeiss.com
Contact: Darryl Dyck
Booth/Kiosque 22
The Manitoba Museum
190 Rupert Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R3B 0N2
Phone/Tél: 204-956-2830
Fax/Télec: 204-924-3679
E-mail/Courriel: gyoung@manitobamuseum.ca
Contact: Graham Young
Booth/Kiosque 23
Cameca Instruments
5500 Nobel Drive, Suite 100
Madison, WI 53711
Phone/Tél: 608-229-1927
E-mail/Courriel: jane.lindner@ametek.com
Contact: Jane Lindner
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4. FIELD TRIPS
Subcommittee Chair: Scott Anderson (Manitoba Geological Survey)
Members: James Bamburak (Manitoba Geological Survey), Michelle Nicolas (Manitoba Geological
Survey)
Planning for the field trips component of Winnipeg 2013 began in late September 2011. Approximately 15
potential field trips were identified in the initial planning sessions, of which 12 were selected for inclusion in
the Winnipeg 2013 program (Table 1). The decision to include a given field trip was based not only on the
subject matter – the goal being to provide a suitably diverse slate of interesting topics – but also the level of
commitment indicated by potential leaders. ‘Firm’ commitments were required from each leader in January
2012, accompanied by a brief field trip proposal.
Detailed instructions were sent to each leader in May 2012, including a request for preliminary budgets,
maximum and minimum numbers of participants and preferred field trip dates, with a deadline set for June
2012. Dry runs of each field trip were completed during the summer of 2012, on the basis of which final
budgets were prepared in September 2012.
Final information for each trip, including title, dates, leaders, estimated cost, maximum numbers of
participants, summary, other information (e.g., special instructions, requirements, etc.) and meeting
place/departure point, was posted to the Winnipeg 2013 website in November 2012. The 12 field trips offered
for Winnipeg 2013 covered diverse aspects of Manitoba geology, with a strong emphasis on metallic mineral
deposits (6 trips). Other field trips covered Phanerozoic stratigraphy, impact structures, Mars analogue sites,
rare-metal pegmatite, and the geology of the Manitoba Legislative Building.
Of the original trips offered, six were delivered (A1, A2, B1, C2, C3 and C5), of which four were sold out
(A1, A2, C2 and C3). All of the sold out field trips dealt with metallic mineral deposits. Despite generating
some concern in early planning sessions (due to an apparently distasteful emphasis on economic geology) the
mineral deposits trips proved instrumental to the success of the field trip component of Winnipeg 2013.
Excluding field trip leaders, 79 registrants participated in Winnipeg 2013 field trips (Table 2).
All of the delivered field trips were profitable, with four returning very robust profits. Revenue from all trips
totalled $63,805 resulting in after-tax profits of $20,926.65 (Table 2).
Experienced and enthusiastic leaders, superb geology and excellent weather contributed to highly enjoyable
and informative field trips that garnered much positive feedback from participants. No issues were
encountered with respect to participant safety, logistical fowl-ups or major cost overruns.
Student discounts were offered for the mineral deposits-related field trips (A1, A2, C2 and C3) from funds
provided by the Mineral Deposits Division of GAC. The available funds ($9000) were sufficient to cover
55% of the field trip registration fees for 17 students. Actual funding amounts varied from $340 to $830 per
student. The provision of MDD funds was instrumental in the success of field trip C2, which almost certainly
would have been cancelled otherwise.
Of the six field trips not delivered (Table 1), four (A3, A4, A5 and C6) were cancelled after the early bird
registration deadline due to low numbers and the belief that there was virtually no chance of achieving the
required break-even number (all trips were budgeted to break even at 70% of maximum capacity). The
reasons for the low registration numbers are not entirely clear. However, three of the cancelled trips (A3, A4
and A5) were scheduled to take place on the weekend prior to the meeting, which happened to overlap with
the Victoria Day long weekend and may thus have been a detrimental factor.
One trip (C4) was just below the minimum cut-off after the early bird deadline but was cancelled in the hope
of boosting numbers for several other field trips that were at or below their minimums, or had yet to sell out.
This decision ultimately contributed to the selling-out of three trips (A2, C2 and C3), resulting in
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significantly increased profitability for each. The decision to cancel was made easier by the fact that the
leaders for field trip C4 had failed to meet guidebook preparation deadlines.
Despite having sold out on the very first day of on-line registration, the highly anticipated Tanco pegmatite
(C1) field trip was regrettably cancelled at a very late date due to an unfortunate lack of planning foresight on
behalf of management at Cabot Corporation in regards to the availability of mine safety personnel for the
critical underground component of the tour. Alternatives were explored but were ultimately not considered
acceptable for a number of reasons, not least of which was the absence of a suitable guide due to the
inexplicable dismissal of the only credible member of the on-site technical staff.
Given the circumstances, the cancellation of the Tanco pegmatite trip was a major disappointment for all
involved, in particular the registrants, many of whom went to great lengths to secure a spot and had been
eagerly anticipating the opportunity to visit one of the world’s premier mineral deposits.
Guidebooks were produced for eight of the twelve field trips (i.e., guidebooks were produced, but not
printed, for two cancelled trips: A4 and C1). Two additional guidebooks that were submitted for cancelled
field trips (A3 and A5) have yet to undergo editing and layout. A very consistent format and style was
achieved by providing authors with a document template based on MGS publication guidelines, which
likewise conform to GAC guidelines. The template greatly facilitated the digital editing and layout of
guidebooks, which was done by contract to Winnipeg 2013 by a member of the Manitoba Geological Survey
publication staff.
In order to reduce printing costs, an attempt was made (with varying degrees of success) to keep the numbers
of colour figures to an absolute minimum for the print copies of guidebooks. Estimates of the layout and
printing costs, including colour pages, were included as line items in the field trip budgets. Despite best
efforts these costs were, for the most part, significantly underestimated in the final field trip budgets. Most
guidebooks had all-in costs in the range of $40–50 per copy.
The resulting guidebooks are of top quality and were made available in early September 2013 for free
download as Open Files from the Manitoba Geological Survey website: they will become standard references
for their respective areas and will thus stand as lasting contributions of Winnipeg 2013.
Guidebooks were not offered for sale at the conference as the potential for profits was deemed to be too low
to justify the reproduction costs.
Recommendations:
 Provide guidebook authors with a document template in advance, as this greatly facilitates the editing
and layout of the final documents.
 Well-prepared field trip guidebooks represent important contributions to the geoscientific literature
and can provide a lasting legacy of GAC-MAC annual meetings. As with previous meetings (e.g., St.
John’s 2012), publication of guidebooks as Open Files by the corresponding provincial survey was
found to be the most efficient option to ensure availability, with minimal financial risk. In the case of
Winnipeg 2013, guidebook publication by the Manitoba Geological Survey (MGS) was facilitated by
several factors: 1) all of the field trips were planned to take place entirely within the Province of
Manitoba; 2) most of the field trip leaders were present or past MGS employees; 3) free online
access is standard policy for MGS publications, and 4) permission to publish was readily obtained
from all field trip leaders. Nevertheless, this option for guidebook publication is strongly
recommended to future organizing committees.
 The field trip subcommittee should include a dedicated Safety Officer to assist field trip leaders in
assessing the safety hazards of their trips, developing mitigation plans, acquiring appropriate safety
equipment, and completing required safety forms.
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TABLE 1: GAC-MAC Winnipeg 2013 Field Trip Listing
FT-A1. The Rice Lake Mine Trend, Manitoba: Regional Setting, Host Rock Stratigraphy and Structural
Evolution of a Classical Archean Orogenic Lode-Gold System
Scott Anderson and Doug Berthelsen (trip dates: May 18–21, 2013)
FT-A2. Volcanological and Structural Setting of Paleoproterozoic VMS and Gold Deposits at Snow Lake,
Manitoba
Al Bailes, Simon Gagné, Kate Rubingh and Craig Taylor (trip dates: May 18–21, 2013)
FT-A3. Stratigraphy and Ore Deposits in the Thompson Nickel Belt, Manitoba
Chris Couëslan and Josef Macek (CANCELLED)
FT-A4. Upper Cretaceous and Paleocene Stratigraphy, Gas Shale and Industrial Minerals of the Pembina
Mountain and Turtle Mountain Areas
Jim Bamburak and Michelle Nicolas (CANCELLED)
FT-A5. Mars Analogues in Manitoba: The Lake St. Martin Impact Structure and East German Creek
Hypersaline Springs
Ed Cloutis and Gordon Osinski (CANCELLED)
FT-B1. Geology of the Manitoba Legislative Building
Jeff Young and Graham Young (trip date: May 22, 2013)
FT-C1. The Tanco Mine: Geological Setting, Internal Zonation and Mineralogy of a World-Class Rare
Element Pegmatite Deposit
Tania Martins, Paul Kremer and Peter Vanstone (CANCELLED)
FT-C2. Neoarchean Mafic-Ultramafic Intrusions in the Bird River Greenstone Belt: Tectonic Setting and
Economic Significance
Paul Gilbert, James Scoates, Jon Scoates, Eric Yang, Caroline Mealin, Michel Houlé and Carey Galeschuk
(trip dates: May 24–27, 2013)
FT-C3. The Volcanological and Structural Evolution of the Paleoproterozoic Flin Flon Mining District: The
Anatomy of a Giant VMS System
Harold Gibson, Bruno Lafrance, Sally Pehrsson, Michelle DeWolfe, Kelly Gilmore and Renée-Luce Simard
(trip dates: May 25–29, 2013)
FT-C4. Metamorphosed Alteration Zones and Regional Metamorphism: Examples from the Trans-Hudson
Orogen
Chris Couëslan, Doug Tinkham, Al Bailes and Simon Gagné (CANCELLED)
FT-C5. Ordovician-Silurian Boundary Interval in the Williston Basin Outcrop Belt of Manitoba: A Record of
Global and Regional Environmental and Biotic Change
Bob Elias and Graham Young (trip dates: May 25–27, 2013)
FT-C6. Quaternary Geology, Geomorphology and Sedimentology to Inform Watershed Science Across the
Pembina Escarpment
David Lobb and Geneviève Ali (CANCELLED)

Winnipeg 2013 – Final Report

Page 16

TABLE 2: Financial Summary for GAC-MAC Winnipeg 2013 Field Trips
Field trip name
Fee Registrants
Revenue
FT-A1
Rice Lake mine trend
$620
11
$6,820.00
FT-A2
Snow Lake
$865
14
$12,110.00
FT-A3
Thompson nickel belt
$0.00
FT-A4
Pembina-Turtle mountains
$0.00
FT-A5
Mars Analogues
$0.00
FT-B1

Legislature

FT-C1
FT-C2
FT-C3
FT-C4
FT-C5
FT-C6

Tanco
Bird River
Flin Flon
Trans-Hudson orogen
Ordovician-Silurian boundary
Pembina Escarpment

$35

9

$920
$1,490

19
15

$430

11
79

Submitted by: Scott Anderson
Manitoba Geological Survey
Email: scott.anderson@gov.mb.ca
Phone: (204) 945-6561

$315.00

Expenses
$4,883.19
$6,826.69
$0.00
$81.25
$0.00

Profits
$1,936.81
$5,283.31
$0.00
-$81.25
$0.00

$210.48

$104.52

$0.00
$661.15
-$661.15
$17,480.00 $12,230.80 $5,249.20
$22,350.00 $13,881.41 $8,468.59
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$4,730.00 $4,103.38
$626.62
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$63,805 $42,878.35 $20,926.65
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5. FINANCE
Subcommittee Chair: Norman Halden (University of Manitoba)
Members: Pam Achtemichuk, Guy Beaudry, Donna Danyluk (University of Manitoba)
In the final analysis the Winnipeg 2013 meeting realized a surplus of $92,404.56. Registration income net
taxes was $183,478.31; additional income from seed monies, ticket sales, exhibitors, outreach, field trips and
sponsorship amounted to $194.840.50 for a total of $378,318.81. Total expenses were $285,914.25
accounting for the return of seed monies.
The fee structure is shown in Table 1; fee distribution was calculated to break even at 75% of a conservative
best estimate of attendance at 800.
Table 1: Registration Fee Structure
Early-bird registration
Professional Member
Professional Non-member
Retired Member
Retired Non-member
Student Member
Student Non-member
One day Member
One day Non-member
Accompanying Guest
Outreach

Fees excluding taxes
428.57
598.21
209.82
316.96
62.50
236.61
209.82
316.96
49.11
53.57

Fees including taxes
480
670
235
355
70
265
235
355
55
60

Normal Registration
Professional Member
Professional Non-member
Retired Member
Retired Non-member
Student Member
Student Non-member
One day Member
One day Non-member
Accompanying Guest
Outreach

517.86
687.50
236.61
348.21
93.75
263.39
236.61
348.21
49.11
53.57

580
770
265
390
105
295
265
390
55
60

On-site Registration
Professional Member
Professional Non-member
Retired Member
Retired Non-member
Student Member
Student Non-member
One day Member
One day Non-member
Accompanying Guest
Outreach

517.86
687.50
236.61
348.21
93.75
263.39
236.61
348.21
49.11
53.57

580
770
265
390
105
295
265
390
55
60
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Winnipeg hosted the 1996 GAC-MAC meeting on the University of Manitoba campus. Early in the planning
process for the 2013 meeting several things showed this meeting needed to be different including 1) the
University of Manitoba campus could no longer support a meeting on the scale of 500-1000 people during
May, 2) the bulk of the LOC were affiliated with the University of Manitoba, 3) the method of collecting fee
registration had been consolidated in GAC headquarters.
We decided to 1) contract the Winnipeg Convention Centre, 2) establish an account at the University of
Manitoba to handle the funds to be received and expended in Winnipeg. A key consideration in setting up
the account at the University was this would allow us to run a deficit in the account without paying interest
until the final reconciliation of the registration fees collected at headquarters.
The U of M account was used to track local income and expenses. Table 2 shows the income and expenses
recorded by the FAST tracking system at the University of Manitoba. GAC-MAC Headquarters supplied the
information in Table 3 showing registration income net taxes. Table 3 also shows the income in each
category of registration, ticket income and outreach income.
Table 2: University of Manitoba GAC-MAC Account Financial Summary @ October 1, 2013
Sponsorship Revenue
San Gold Corp
Vale
Claude Resources
Red Lake Gold Mine
Government of Canada
Hudbay
AMEC Environment
VMS Ventures
Franklin Geosciences
Manitoba Prospectors
APEGM
Palentology Division - GAC
Riddell Faculty
Northern Shield
Cdn Council of Prof. Geoscientists
Major Drilling
Manitoba Energy and Mines
Red Beds Resources

10,000.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
10,000.00
5,000.00
15,000.00
267.86
892.86
892.86
892.86
1,785.71
1,000.00
5,000.00
1,785.71
884.96
2,812.50
892.86
1,785.71

Subtotal

61,893.89

Exhibitor Fees
Start Up Funds

10,457.99
40,000.00

Revenue
GST Collected

112,351.88
1,167.63
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1,643.44

Salary Expenses to date
Conference Expenditures to date
Field Trip Expenses
Committed to date
GST Paid on Conference Expenditures

2,173.82
149,297.85
41,886.46
3,100.17

TOTAL CONFERENCE COSTS

196,458.30

Surplus/(Deficit) at October 1, 2013

(84,106.42)

Table 3: Registration, Ticket Income and Outreach Income
Registration
Professional Member Early
Professional Member Late
Professional Non-Member Early
Professional Non-Member Late
Student Member Early
Student Member Late
Student Non-Member Early
Student Non-Member Late
Retired/unemployed Member Early
Retired/unemployed Member Late
Retired/unemployed Non-member Early
Retired/unemployed Non-member Late
One-Day Member Early
One Day Member Late
One Day Non-Member Early
One Day Non-Member Late
Accompanying Guest Early
Accompanying Guest Late
Total Registration Fees
Outreach Registration

$81,060.45
20,196.54
32,937.31
14437.29
8936.07
1406.25
4495.59
1316.95
4406.22
946.44
2218.72
1741.05
2517.84
946.44
3486.56
1741.05
638.43
49.11
$183,478.31
3267.77

GAC Short Course - Petrography of Mafic.
MAC Short Course - Uranium

1005.08
20,089.29

Field Trip B1
Field Trip C2
Field Trip A1
Field Trip A2
Field Trip C3
Field Trip C5

281.25
15607.17
6089.27
10812.48
18624.90
4223.12
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GAC Luncheon Professionals
GAC Luncheon Students
Student Networking Lunch Professionals
Student Networking Lunch Students
MAC Luncheon Professionals
MAC Luncheon Students
MDD Luncheon Professionals
MDD Luncheon Students
Prairie Roundup SE-5
Wind-up Evening SE-7
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3878.9
156.25
343.75
499.52
3977.1
656.25
2896.9
250
6955.24
3968.75

With having two accounts in two different locations a final reconciliation is necessary which is provided in
Table 4.
Table 4: Final Reconciliation
Final Reconciliation
Revenue
Conference Registration
Outreach
Ticket income
Field trip income
Exhibitor fees
Seed Money Startup
Sponsorship

183,478.31
3,267.77
23,582.66
55,638.19
10,457.99
40,000.00
61,893.89

Subtotal

378,318.81

Salary expenses
GAC Registration costs
Printing badges
IT support #1
G. Kilfoil (estimated)
Return of seed funds to GAC and MAC
Conference expenditures
Field trip Expenses
GST paid

2,173.82
33,326.90
969.05
8,160.00
7,000.00
40,000.00
149,297.85
41,886.46
3,100.17

Subtotal

285,914.25

GAC-MAC Winnipeg 2013 Surplus

92,404.56

Submitted by: Norman Halden
Dept. of Geological Sciences, University of Manitoba
Email: nm_halden@umanitoba.ca
Phone: (204) 474-6910
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6. FUNDRAISING/SPONSORSHIP
Subcommittee Co-Chairs: Chris Beaumont-Smith (Manitoba Geological Survey), Kelly Gilmore
(Consultant)
Members: Norman Halden (University of Manitoba), Nancy Chow (University of Manitoba)
Background on Fundraising Activities
Fundraising activities began in Spring 2011 when Kelly Gilmore, who was then Chief Geologist of HudBay
Minerals Inc. in Flin Flon, agreed to serve as the Fundraising (Sponsorship) Chair. He arranged for HudBay
to make the lead donation and then worked on preparing a contact list of potential sponsors and personally
approached a number of individuals at companies that were identified as possible major sponsors. Chris
Beaumont-Smith of the Manitoba Geological Survey joined Kelly as a Co-chair in August 2012 and together
they prepared a plan for fundraising which was implemented in December 2012, in order to avoid conflicts
with other fundraising efforts for the Manitoba Mining and Minerals Convention held in November 2012.
A sponsorship guide was prepared and printed in January 2013 (see Appendix B) which outlined the different
levels of sponsorship and the various recognition opportunities. The first round of mail-outs was to 15
companies that were identified by the committee as being potential major sponsors. Subsequent mail-outs
targeted an additional 39 companies, 9 government departments and municipalities, and 11 professional
associations. Follow-up inquiries were done by email, phone and/or mailed letter.
Sponsorship Results
A total of 18 sponsors made contributions totalling $61,893.89. Benefits for all sponsors included a listing
on the Winnipeg 2013 website with hyperlinks to the company websites, sponsorship signage displayed
prominently during the meeting and a listing in the program book. Sponsors at the Platinum and Gold levels
received exclusive recognition opportunities. Details are provided in Table 1.
In addition, the GAC Paleontology Division provided funding for field trip FT-C5: Ordovician-Silurian
Boundary Interval in the Williston Basin Outcrop Belt of Manitoba, and the GAC Mineral Deposits Division
provided funding for the short course GAC-1: Petrography of Mafic Layered Intrusions, and four field trips
(FT-A1: The Rice Lake Mine Trend, FT-A2: VMS and Gold Deposits at Snow Lake, FT-C2: Bird River
Greenstone Belt, FT-C3: Flin Flon Mining District)
Issues and Recommendations
1. We were turned down by a number of major companies that had sponsored previous GAC-MAC
meetings. The common reasons given were tight budgets due to the recent downturn in the minerals industry
and the lateness of the sponsorship requests. Obviously, we could do nothing to address the first reason but
for the second reason, we recommend sending out letters with complete information on sponsorship
opportunities in September so that there is ample time for companies to consider the request and for followup letters.
2. It is not efficient or effective for each LOC to have to do its own fundraising from scratch. We suggest
that GAC Council consider developing a more coordinated sponsorship initiative at the national level that
would also benefit the LOCs.

Submitted by: Nancy Chow and Norman Halden
Dept. of Geological Sciences, University of Manitoba
Email: n_chow@umanitoba.ca
Phone: (204) 474-6451

Winnipeg 2013 – Final Report

Page 22

Table 1. Summary of sponsorship

SPONSORS
Platinum Level ($15,000+)
HudBay Minerals Inc.

Gold Level ($10,000+)
Canadian Geoscience Foundation
Gold Corp Inc. - Red Lake Gold Mines
San Gold Corp.
Silver Level ($5,000+)
Clayton H. Riddell Faculty of Environment,
Earth, and Resources
Natural Resources Canada (GSC)
Bronze Level ($2,000+)
Major Drilling
Red Bed Resources Ltd.
Association of Professional Engineers and
Geoscientists of Manitoba
EdGEO
Northern Shield Resources Inc.
Vale
Iron Level ($1000+)
Claude Resources Inc
Franklin Geosciences Ltd
Geoscientists Canada
Manitoba Prospectors and Developers
Association
VMS Ventures Inc.
Manitoba Innovation, Energy and Mines

Supporter ($1,000)
AMEC Environment & Infrastructure

SPECIFIC EVENT RECOGNITION

Wednesday and Thursday poster sessions with one
complimentary drink ticket (to be used for either

Support for Teachers' Workshop
Icebreaker with one complimentar drink ticket for each
delegate
Program book - colour ad for inside front cover

"Geoscience in our Lives" Public Lecture

SS-13: Williston Basin and Other Intracratonic Basins
SS-21: Geoscience Professionalism
Teachers' Field Trip
SS-9: Magmatic Ni-Cu-PGE-Cr Deposits: Ore-Forming
Processes with Implications for Exploration
SS-22: First Nations Geoscience
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7. OUTREACH PROGRAM
Subcommittee Chair: Jeff Young (University of Manitoba)
Members: Bill Mandziuk (University of Manitoba), John Murray (Manitoba Innovation, Energy and
Mines), Linda Murphy (Manitoba Geological Survey).
A geoscience education and outreach component has been part of the program for the GAC-MAC Joint
Annual Meeting for at least the past seven years. The program at Winnipeg 2013 consisted of:


The Geoscience in Our Lives Public Lecture entitled The drowning and draining of Manitoba:
from Lake Agassiz to today by Dr. James T. Teller, Professor Emeritus at the University of
Manitoba;



A Special Session entitled First Nations Geoscience that brought together First Nations elders
with professional geoscientists and educators.



A two day EdGEO Teacher Workshop and Field Trip.

Outreach Program Committee
Jeff Young (University of Manitoba) chaired the outreach program. Other committee members included Bill
Mandziuk (University of Manitoba), John Murray (Manitoba Innovation, Energy and Mines) and Linda
Murphy (Manitoba Geological Survey). Matt Demski (M.Sc. student, University of Manitoba) and Sam
Lewis (B.Sc. student, University of Manitoba) provided additional help prior to, and during, the meeting.
Geoscience in Our Lives Public Lecture
Dr. James T. Teller, Professor Emeritus at the University of Manitoba, delivered the Geoscience in Our Lives
Public Lecture. The lecture was held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 22nd in the Presentation Theatre at the
Winnipeg Convention Centre. About 75 people attended the lecture and ranged from conference registrants
to the general public. The Clayton H. Riddell Faculty of Environment, Earth and Resources at the University
of Manitoba sponsored the lecture.
Special Session: First Nations Geoscience
A special session that was part of the technical program entitled First Nations Geoscience was held on
Thursday May 23rd in a second floor meeting room. The session was attended by up to 50 people
representing First Nations, professional geoscientists and educators. The objectives of the session was to
share perspectives and explore the design of Earth science outreach and teaching programs and to better
understand how Earth science education is currently delivered.
The session started with presentations from three elders and a smudge ceremony. The elders delivered their
understanding of First Nations science applied to the Earth. Two aboriginal speakers following the elders
spoke on First Nations history colonial to recent times and the merging with western science. The final two
speakers summarized two recent projects used in the minerals industry, which looked to develop necessary
skills in First Nations communities. One-hour breakout learning circles were scheduled for both the morning
and afternoon sessions, but were cancelled due to a lack of time. The Canadian Geoscience Education
Network (CGEN) sponsored the special session and Vale committed to financial sponsorship of the special
session about two weeks before the conference.
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Teacher Workshop and Field Trip
The EdGEO Teacher Workshop was held on Friday, May 24th, the last day of the GAC-MAC joint annual
meeting. The field trip was held on Saturday, May 25th. These days were selected after consultation with
Manitoba Education and Literacy. Manitoba Education and Literacy distributed two advertising flyers
promoting the workshop and conference activities to 800 recipients (schools, consultants, etc) and sent out
additional email targeting science consultants at the school division level. Workshop registration was $60.
The Teacher Workshop was held in the Millennium Room on the second floor of the Winnipeg Convention
Centre. There were 38 teachers in attendance. About 60% were grade four teachers and about 40% were
grade seven teachers. In the morning all the teachers attended a single session focusing on rocks, minerals,
Earth structure and the geological history of Manitoba. In the afternoon two different programs were
delivered to reflect the differences in the science curriculum between the two grade levels. A final
presentation of the day was given to both groups that connected Earth sciences to society and resources. The
workshop facilitators included:
 Charly Bank (Senior Lecturer, University of Toronto)
 John Danko (Teacher, Argyle Alternative School)
 Beth Halfkenny (Curator and Outreach Coordinator, Carleton University)
 Lesley Hymers (Environment and Education Specialist, Ontario Mining Association)
 Linda Murphy (Geologist, Manitoba Geological Survey)
 John Murray (Director, Industrial Research Consortium, Manitoba Innovation, Energy and Mines)
 Godfrey Nowlan (Geologist and Paleontologist, Geological Survey of Canada)
 Erica Williams (Teacher, Riverside Secondary School, Port Coquitlam, B.C.)
 Janice Williams (Educator, PDAC Mining Matters)
Others who contributed to the success of the workshop were Mark Fenton (Senior Scientist, Alberta
Geological Survey), Kate Grapes Yeo (Geoscience Education Consultant, Saskatchewan), Sam Lewis
(Student, University of Manitoba) and Matt Demski (Student, University of Manitoba).
At the end of the day teachers received a teacher resource kit containing geological maps, posters, books,
pamphlets, minerals, rocks and glacial sediment. Many of the resources were linked to the Manitoba science
curriculum and included lesson plans and activity ideas. Free resources were acquired from the Manitoba
Geological Survey, Natural Resources Canada, the minerals industry and the Department of Geological
Sciences at the University of Manitoba. Additional resources were purchased from various vendors. The
Canadian Geoscience Education Network (CGEN) sponsored the workshop and funding for the workshop
and resource kit was supplied by CGF (Canadian Geological Foundation).
The EdGEO Teacher Field Trip was held on Saturday, May 25th. The field trip toured the Cretaceous rocks
of the Manitoba escarpment and their relationship with the overlying Pleistocene glacial deposits. Bill
Mandziuk (University of Manitoba) led the field trip. A bus was used for transportation and lunch and
admission to the Morden Museum were supplied. There were 10 participants on the trip, but only 3 were
teachers. EdGEO supplied funding for the field trip.
General Comments and Recommendations
The geoscience education and outreach component of the joint annual meeting of GAC-MAC is a conference
within a conference. It services the general public, the K-12 teaching community and geoscience educators or
professionals interested in geoscience education or outreach projects.
(1) The outreach program chair is a wealth of information. Winnipeg 2013 received invaluable support from
Amanda McCallum (Outreach Chair, St. John’s 2012) and Beth Halfkenny (Outreach Chair, Ottawa 2011). It
is suggested that the outreach program chair contact the previous chair more than one year before the

Winnipeg 2013 – Final Report

Page 25

conference. The outreach chair for Winnipeg 2013 was put on the email distribution list for St. John’s 2012
in December 2011, but even earlier would have been more beneficial.
(2) Registration is a complex problem for the outreach program. Registration for GAC-MAC conference
delegates is done online through the national GAC office starting in March. The teachers and general public
were also required to use the same registration process. The national GAC office was unprepared for web
registration for the outreach program. Editing of the web registration was completed in mid-March. Although
staff at the national office did a great job of responding to issues throughout the registration process it is
recommended that registration for outreach program activities be done locally and coordinated by the
outreach program chair because:
(a) The registration process used by the GAC is not familiar to the teachers or general public. The
outreach chair was contacted numerous times on how to register. A step-by-step instruction sheet
was created and sent to teachers to ease registration problems.
(b) Registration deadlines used by the GAC-MAC conference are not compatible with the deadlines
needed for the teacher workshop and field trip. As an example, in order to create the teacher resource
kits an accurate number of participants are needed to ensure enough materials are collected.
Registration for the teachers needs to start in January and be completed by March.
(c) Planning for catering and resources is difficult without knowing relatively accurate numbers. The
number and names of registered teachers for the workshop, field trip and special session on the web
database and in updated registration spreadsheets did not match. At the beginning of the conference
the registration numbers for the teacher workshop ranged from 23 to 37.
(d) The budgetary process for the outreach program is complex. The outreach program at Winnipeg
2013 used conference rooms, some audiovisual, catering and information packages supplied by the
local organizing committee (LOC). The outreach committee did its own fund raising, publicity
(except for the public lecturer), development of the technical program and field trip. The outreach
program was also used to lever conference funding by the LOC and all parts of the outreach program
were financially sponsored.
(2) The Geoscience in Our Lives Public Lecturer was selected by the outreach chair in cooperation with the
LOC. A formal invitation was sent to the lecturer in December 2012. Advertising for the lecture was done in
cooperation with the Publicity Committee a couple of weeks prior to the conference. Local organizations
thought to be interested were contacted and information about the talk was widely disseminated.
(3) First Nations Geoscience was a special session organized to bring together indigenous Elder knowledge
holders, professional Earth science educators and teachers to share their perspectives and explore the design
of Earth science outreach and teaching programs. An important component of the session was breakoutlearning circles. The learning circles were cancelled because all speakers exceeded their time limit and two
significant technical problems that pushed back the program about 45 minutes.
Financial sponsorship from Vale is gratefully acknowledged. Unfortunately, sponsorship just prior to the
conference means that little can be done with the money to ensure success of the program. At the same time
there is an onus on the conference to represent the sponsorship to the participants properly. Sponsorship
deadlines for specific parts of the program need to be completed at least one month prior to the conference.
(4) The EdGEO Teacher Workshop is a highlight of the outreach program and a significant amount of
human resources go into the workshop.
(a) CGEN members were exceptionally supportive and highly willing participants who readily
volunteered to facilitate the workshop. Charly Bank, CGEN president 2013 helped coordinate
conference calls and volunteers. CGEN members should be contacted early (during the previous
GAC-MAC meeting or no later than September of the previous year) through the CGEN president.
Although some members were not able to fully commit until the last minute a program schedule can
be created and used for advertising.
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(b) CGF supplied funding for the workshop and the teacher resource kit in particular. Note that the
funding proposal must be submitted by the end of March of the year previous (i.e., March 31, 2012
for Winnipeg 2013). Winnipeg 2013 received $14,900.00 from the CGF for the workshop.
(c) Development of the resource kit is a significant job that should be coordinated by a committee
member in cooperation with the outreach program chair. We received free contributions from the
Manitoba Geological Survey, Natural Resources Canada and the minerals industry. Resources
necessary to complete the kit were purchased from various vendors or collected by members of the
outreach program committee.
(d) CGEN facilitators use the teacher resource kit to deliver Teacher Workshop activities. Putting the
resource kit together took a significant amount of time. The bulk of the kit should be completed at
least two months prior to the workshop and facilitators notified of its content. Earlier notification will
allow facilitators to streamline their presentations.
(e) A review of teacher comments varied from good to excellent, with the most common problem
identified as time management. Teachers identified both the need for a better time balance between
facilitators and sticking to break schedules. Due to the interactive nature of the activities at the
workshop presentations inevitably go overtime. Facilitators need to be kept on time, particularly for
breaks. It is recommended that the program should have flexibility built into it to allow for time
management problems.
(5) The EdGEO Teacher Field Trip was advertised along with the other activities of the outreach program.
Twelve teachers registered for the field trip but only three attended. Discussions with Manitoba Education
and Literacy suggested that turnout might be much lower for weekend activities. It is recommended that (1)
all teacher activities be done during the week; and (2) advertising for the field trip separately and more
aggressively.
(6) Each part of the outreach program should have its own subcommittee, because the program is a
conference in itself, including the public lecturer, two days of sessions of which half of one day there were
concurrent sessions, and a field trip.

Submitted by: Jeff Young
Dept. of Geological Sciences, University of Manitoba
Email: jeff.young@umanitoba.ca
Phone: (204) 474-8863
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8. PUBLICATIONS
Subcommittee Chair: Andrew Frederiksen (University of Manitoba)
Members: William Last (University of Manitoba), Russel Hiebert (University of Manitoba)
Activities
The Publications Subcommittee contracted web and print design to Craig Steffano of the Manitoba
Geological Survey; translations were contracted to Jean-Alfred Renaud (technical material) and Pierre
Lemoine (non-technical material). Printing was handled by Corporate Source, Inc., a Winnipeg-based printer.
We produced the Winnipeg 2013 website and three large-volume print documents: the first notice, final
notice, and conference program (Appendix C). We also produced a program with abstracts (Appendix C) that
was distributed on flash drives and made available for purchase in print form. In comparing our activities and
expenditures to previous years, it is important to note that some expenses that other LOCs budgeted under
publications fell under other subcommittees for 2013: signage was handled by Technical Services, field trip
guidebook printing under Field Trips (though some of the design work was invoiced to us), and memory
sticks under Registration.
Circulars
We produced two circulars: the First Notice and the Final Notice. The First Notice was produced in time to
be distributed at the 2012 GAC-MAC Joint Annual Meeting in St. John’s. Content was provided by members
of the LOC and included preliminary lists of symposia, special sessions, short courses, field trips, and other
events, in French and English on alternate sides of the circular; design and layout were performed by Craig
Steffano. We printed 5000 copies (full colour, double-sided, 9” by 28” format) which were distributed as
follows:
Recipient
St. John’s LOC
GAC
MAC
2012 Institute for Lake Superior Geology
Geology Matters 2012 Conference
Newfoundland & Labrador Mineral Resources
Review
Mail-out
Total

Copies
1200
500
1000
100
100
700
1400
5000

The mail-out of the First Notice took place in early summer, 2012. Distribution was to Earth Science
departments of Canadian and nearby American universities, federal, provincial and territorial geological
surveys, and nearby companies in mining, oil and gas, environmental and related industries, some corporate
contacts in Calgary, and interested branches of the Manitoba provincial government.
The Final Notice was prepared in fall, 2012, the timing being dictated by distribution at the Manitoba Mining
and Minerals Convention (held in November). Content was updated from the First Notice, but the layout was
essentially the same; 7500 copies were produced. Distribution was largely to provincial and territorial
geoscience meetings, for distribution to attendees:
Meeting
Exploration, Mining and Petroleum New Brunswick
Ontario Exploration & Geoscience Symposium
Yellowknife Geoscience Forum

Location
Fredericton
Sudbury
Yellowknife

Copies
425
300
50
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Meeting
Manitoba Minerals Convention
Québec Mines
Saskatchewan Geological Open House
AME BC Mineral Exploration Roundup
Atlantic Geoscience Society
Williston Basin Petroleum Conference
Spare copies
Copies for GAC
Copies for MAC
Total

Location
Winnipeg
Québec City
Saskatoon
Vancouver
Dartmouth
Regina

Copies
1000
2300
300
550
150
700
425
300
1000
7500

A few other meetings were contacted, but were unable to distribute our materials at no charge; we were
unwilling to pay advertising rates for circular distribution. Copies were also provided to GAC and MAC; a
reserve of spare copies were kept and distributed informally by various LOC members. By the time of the
meeting, no significant quantity of either circular remained.
Web Page
The domain name gacmacwinnipeg2013.ca was purchased and initially directed to a temporary site hosted by
WordPress. A more complete website was designed by Craig Steffano and hosted at no charge by the
University of Manitoba, and the domain was redirected to the new host. Web content was continuously
updated over the year leading up to the conference, with input from various LOC members; the site was also
linked to the GAC back-end with the assistance of Gerry Kilfoil of GAC. The website included extensive
materials from all LOC subcommittees.
Where possible, web site materials were provided in both French and English; due to the high cost of
technical translation, some materials (such as abstracts of plenary talks) were left untranslated. We also
secured the services of a second (non-technical) translator once it became clear that translation was going to
be a major expense.
Conference Book and Abstracts
A common cover format and size (8.5” by 11”) were used for the conference program and the field trip
guidebooks. The conference program was assembled from materials received from the LOC and Gerry
Kilfoil, and went through a quick but extensive editorial process. The final book consisted of 72 black and
white pages, spiral-bound, with full-colour glossy covers, printed in a run of 850 copies. An abstract volume
was also generated using the same format, by adding an abstract listing between the technical program and
the author index; as the result was 216 pages long, it was provided in the form of a PDF file on USB flash
drives, though 60 copies were also printed for sale at the GAC booth. We can expect some (minor) revenue
($20/copy) from sales of these volumes.
6. Expenditures
Category
Translation (non-tech.)
Translation (non-tech.)
Translation (non-tech.)
Translation (non-tech.)
Translation (technical)
Translation (technical)
Translation (technical)

Vendor
Pierre Lemoine
Pierre Lemoine
Pierre Lemoine
Pierre Lemoine
Jean-Alfred Renaud
Jean-Alfred Renaud
Jean-Alfred Renaud

Date
26/11/2012
04/02/2013
12/04/2013
12/06/2013
30/03/2012
19/04/2012
14/09/2012

Amount
198.61
224.89
201.46
16.30
432.05
75.60
112.40

Notes
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Design
Design
Design
Design
Design
Design
Total for design
Printing
Printing
Printing
Total for printing
Mailing, First Notice
Mailing, Final Notice
Total for mailing
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Vendor
Jean-Alfred Renaud
Jean-Alfred Renaud

Date
23/11/2012
16/01/2013

Craig Steffano
Craig Steffano
Craig Steffano
Craig Steffano
Craig Steffano
Craig Steffano

26/04/2012
27/09/2012
23/01/2013
19/04/2013
07/05/2013
07/05/2013

Corporate Source
Corporate Source
Corporate Source

30/05/2012
12/12/2012
31/05/2013

Total for publications

Amount
1867.32
79.80
3208.43
125.00
200.00
318.75
705.75
604.25
31.25
1985.00
2161.60
2353.67
2995.16
7510.43
288.61
370.71
659.32
13363.18

Notes

First Notice
Final Notice and website
Sponsorship guide and website
Program, field trip guides, website
Program, field trip guides, website
Program, field trip guides, website
First Notice
Final Notice
Program and abstract volume (actual)

[estimate -- missing some receipts]

[Not incl. sales of abstract volumes]

Compared to our pre-conference estimates, we over-budgeted for printing and design, and under-budgeted
for translation. Our designer was unusually efficient and inexpensive; savings on printing may be attributed
in part to the decision to print the conference program in black and white. In response to the high expense of
technical translation, we obtained the services of a less-expensive non-technical translator for more routine
materials.
Issues and Recommendations
• It was very useful to have the web and print design handled by the same individual, as much of the content
was identical for both. This may have also contributed to cost saving, as there was little duplicated effort.
• Translation is a major expense, and merits some thought as to how to avoid unnecessary or duplicate effort.
In particular, it is worth employing a non-technical translator for portions of print and web materials that do
not involve scientific terminology.
• Management of updates in the last few weeks before the meeting (and before the finalizing of the program
contents) is a challenge; future LOCs may wish to consider how best to handle this before it arises.

Submitted by: Andrew Frederiksen
Dept. of Geological Sciences, University of Manitoba
Email: andrew_frederiksen@umanitoba.ca
Phone: (204) 474-9460
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9. PUBLICITY
Subcommittee Chair: Graham Young (The Manitoba Museum)
The Publicity subcommittee was set up to promote and publicize the meeting, to both the Earth Science
community and the general public. As the work of the LOC evolved, a number of major tasks were
undertaken by this committee. These included:
 Arranging professional design for the conference’s logo and “look” (i.e., the brand of the meeting)
 Arranging the design, preparation, and circulation of promotional banner posters
 Arranging professional photography for conference events
 Promotion of the conference to the Earth Science community
 Promotion of the public lecture
 Maintaining a Facebook event page
In addition to these major undertakings, the committee assisted with other aspects of the meeting, such as
providing input on publications and website, and helping with distribution of conference circulars.
Committee members included Graham Young, Ed Dobrzanski, and Vicki Young.
A. Professional Design for the Logo and “Look”
Following initial discussions among the members of the LOC, it was determined that we needed a simple,
professional-looking logo, which would be relevant to Winnipeg as the location of the meeting. To encourage
development of logo ideas, we held a contest in the spring of 2011, in which some very interesting
suggestions were put forward. The selected idea, submitted by Chris Couëslan, placed Winnipeg on a map of
North America as the geographic/geological centre of the continent. This concept was taken forward as we
tried to locate a professional design firm to work on the logo and “look.”
In addition to the logo concept, the LOC had decided to incorporate artwork to put forward the visual
theme of the meeting, and the painting selected was Pirate Island – Paint Lake by Nancy-lynne Hughes (see
Figure 1). The colour scheme of this painting was to be used to “inform” the logo colours. Image rights were
negotiated for $150.

Figure 1. Pirate Island – Paint Lake, by Nancy-lynne Hughes
We consulted with professional designers to determine who might be available and suitable for the
logo project. Discussions were held with a recommended young independent designer, but she eventually
decided she was unable to take on this project. We then put a package out to bids from selected design firms
in Winnipeg; we ended up working with Urbanink in downtown Winnipeg because they offered the
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combination of a reasonable price and high-quality design work. The agreed price for the logo, colour
scheme, and letterhead was $1200 plus taxes (total $1344).
The design process for the logo and associated items was extensive, requiring several rounds of
consultation and discussion. Several ideas were considered and mocked up, such as working from a
geological map, and using geodesic forms. The version that was eventually settled on was a “pixelated” map
based on a generalized elevation map of North America (Figure 2). This was selected because it was readily
scaled, from letterhead to poster usage, and because it worked well in both colour and black and white
formats.
Logo design extended from the fall of 2011 into spring of 2012. There were various issues and
extenuating circumstances: for example, we had not included a French version of the logo in our original
description of the work (the charge for a French logo was an additional $80). Also, there were problems with
the formatting of the letterhead materials. Fortunately, we had sufficient “contingency time” that these were
not large issues. Logo files were requested and received in both colour and black and white, in a variety of
sizes and formats (tif, eps, and jpeg).

Figure 2. Example of the English logo in colour.
Recommendations for Logo and “Look”:
1. It is essential to build extra time into the design process, beyond what might seem at first glance to be
necessary. Design often requires many stages of consultation and discussion, and there are sometimes
errors that will need to be repaired. In addition, contracting designers tend to be busy, and this may be
one of several projects that they are juggling.
2. If the logo includes a tagline or other text, there should be three versions planned: English, French, and
bilingual. We had the designers prepare English and French versions, but when an advertisement was
required to go into the 2012 Program volume, we realized that previous versions of this sort of
advertisement generally had both French and English text. We thus had the choice of either including
both versions of the logo, or producing one that included components of the French and English. Since
this had to be done quickly, we ended up assembling it ourselves.
B. Design, Preparation, and Circulation of Banner Posters
Banner posters that would promote the meeting at other conferences were produced prior to the 2012 GACMAC. French and English banners were designed and production-coordinated by Urbanink in Winnipeg.
Since the logo design phase had been somewhat extended, these banners had to be produced quickly in April
2012, but this progressed very smoothly. The banners were of the self-supporting roll-out sort, which are
very light and compact for transportation. The cost was $450 for design and $299 per banner, for a total of
$1173.76.
The banners were used on a number of occasions, and as they were very visible they were an
effective means of promoting the meeting. They were generally transported by people and organizations who
were already travelling to particular conferences, most notably by staff of the Manitoba Geological Survey,
GAC headquarters staff, and members of the Department of Geological Sciences, University of Manitoba.
The banners were the main elements in our booth at GAC-MAC St. John’s 2012 (a free booth was kindly
made available by the St. John’s organizers). The English banner also appeared at the Manitoba Mining and

Winnipeg 2013 – Final Report

Page 32

Minerals Symposium in fall 2012 (Winnipeg), at the Williston Basin petroleum conference in spring 2013
(Regina), and in the GAC booth at the GSA Annual meeting in Charlotte, Cordilleran Roundup, and PDAC.
C. Professional Photography of Conference Events
The development of a list of photographic needs was complicated, requiring many stages of consultation with
LOC members, GAC, and MAC before the final solid list could be compiled (see Table 1). We requested
quotes from reputable photographers early in the conference budgeting, and also talked to many people about
photographers who might be suitable for this project. We finally decided to work with Rob Barrow, who
gave us a reasonable quote, and who was known to us as the former photographer for the Manitoba Museum.
This worked very well, as he was punctual and was good at putting people at ease. A badge/registration for
Mr. Barrow was arranged, so that he could move readily between the various conference events.
The photography, at Mr. Barrow’s favourable rate for non-profit organizations, totalled $660.80
including taxes.
GAC-MAC Winnipeg 2013
Schedule for Photographer Robert Barrow
Tuesday, May 21st
1. GAC Presidential Reception - photographer required about 45 minutes, 6-6:45 pm
Millennium Suite, WCC, event runs from 5:30 – 7 pm
Require photos of people receiving their awards. The awards ceremony won’t begin until 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 22nd
2. GAC Presidential Address - photographer required about 40 minutes, 11:20-noon
Presentation Theatre
Photograph President speaking, and handshake and gift presentation after presentation.
3. GAC Luncheon - photographer required 1 hr 25 min, 12:20-1:45 pm (event is 12-1:40)
Pan Am Room
Photograph award recipients as they receive their award and as they read their response. Also take random
shots of people at the Luncheon tables, especially the “Reserved” table.
4. Public Lecture – photographer required 30+ minutes starting at 7:20 pm
(speech begins at 7 pm)
Presentation Theatre
A few photos of the speaker speaking and then the handshake and gift presentation at the end.
Thursday, May 23rd
5. Plenary Address - photographer required about 40 minutes, 11:20-noon
Presentation Theatre
A few photos of the speaker speaking and then the handshake and gift presentation at the end.
6. MAC Luncheon - photographer required 1 hr+, 12:15-1:15 pm (event is 12-1:40)
Pan Am Room
Photograph award recipients as they receive their award and as they read their response.
Friday, May 24th
7. Plenary Address - photographer required about 40 minutes, 11:20-noon
Presentation Theatre
A few photos of the speaker speaking and then the handshake and gift presentation at the end.
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8. Possible additional photography for press releases, studio preparation of final images, contingency (time
to be determined)
All room locations are in the Winnipeg Convention Centre.
Recommendation for Photography:
1. It is essential to identify a reliable photographer, since that individual will likely have to navigate
him/herself around the meeting and line up the appropriate photographs at all required events, to a
schedule. If the photographer is unable to do this, then someone on the organizing team will need to be
delegated to “mind” the photographer.
D. Promotion of GAC-MAC to the Earth Science Community
The task of informing the North American Earth Science community was initiated early in the planning
process, with follow-ups at intervals toward the actual conference dates. In particular, we tried to get
information to key venues as updates and fresh information became available. We also produced
advertisements for key print publications.
Newsletters and event listings to which information was provided included Elements (MAC), MAC
notices to members, Geolog, GAC notices to members, the Geochemical Society, AGU, CIM, PDAC,
Canadian Mining Magazine, Brandon University, and APEGM (Association of Professional Engineers and
Geoscientists of Manitoba). The first notices were sent before Christmas, 2010. Some obvious/likely venues
were not very helpful, and we never received any reply from a few organizations, even when we sent followup inquiries.
Frequent updates, from later 2012 up to the time of the meeting, were handled through the
cooperation of GAC and MAC headquarters. This was particularly critical for abstract and registration
deadlines, since several update messages had to be provided to the memberships of both organizations.
In addition to the event listing information, we provided additional conference information and images to
Elements, and a short newsletter article for the Clayton H. Riddell Faculty of Environment, Earth, and
Resources at the University of Manitoba.
The print advertisement was initially produced for the back page of the GAC-MAC St. John’s 2012
program volume (see Figure 3). Later versions of the advertisement were placed with Geoscience Canada,
Geolog, the University of Manitoba Department of Geological Sciences alumni newsletter, the Manitoba
Mining and Minerals Symposium program volume, and Mining Engineering Magazine (this last item was
through a barter exchange of services, by which copies of their magazine were placed at the registration
desk).
E. Promotion of the Public Lecture
As part of the public outreach component of the conference, an evening lecture by Dr. James Teller
considered “Geoscience in our Lives” through an examination of Lake Agassiz and its legacy. We produced
a poster and a press release, and circulated these to a considerable number of venues.
A few weeks before the lecture, the poster was sent to Manitoba educators through Manitoba Education and
Literacy. In addition it was provided to the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (Government of Canada),
Brandon University, several pertinent departments at the University of Manitoba and University of
Winnipeg, the Manitoba Archaeological Society, Mineral Society of Manitoba, Red River Basin
Commission, International Institute for Sustainable Development, Lake Winnipeg Research Consortium, and
Manitoba Hydro.
The press release, photographs, and other materials were sent to University of Manitoba
Communications, local CBC, Radio-Canada, the Winnipeg Free Press, and Brandon University. Some of
these expressed an interest and stated that they would be doing an interview or follow-up; this came most of
all through personal contacts at particular media venues. None of these, however, resulted in final media
exposure.
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The public lecture was reasonably well attended, with an audience of about 100. Many of those in
attendance appeared to be conference participants, but there also seemed to be quite a few from the local
community.

Figure 3. Example of a print advertisement use to promote the meeting (note the bilingual
text)
Recommendation for Promotion of Public Lecture:
The posters seem to have been quite effective, based on feedback received. Media coverage needs to be
heavily solicited, and the person looking for media coverage needs to have the time to do frequent follow-ups
in the weeks before the lecture. Media coverage is likely only if the topic is sufficiently exciting and “hot” for
a local audience.
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F. Facebook Page
A Facebook event page was set up in collaboration with GAC headquarters. This was a bit of an experiment,
to see how many GAC-MAC participants take part in social media. Updates were placed on the page at
frequent intervals; most of these were with respect to features such as abstract and registration deadlines,
field trips, and social events. Among those “invited”, 34 people said that they would be “going” to the
conference.
Recommendation for Facebook page:
An event page may not be the best way to promote the meeting in social media, as it was difficult to find
through a standard search (for those not “invited”), and also seemed somewhat limited with respect to posting
and discussion. In future, I would recommend setting up a regular Facebook page for the main conference
information, with perhaps an event page that provides simple outline information and a link to the main page.
Major Publicity Budget Items
Logo and “Look” design ($1200 + taxes)
French version of logo, design
Image rights for painting
Design and production of banner posters (inclUDING taxes)
Photographer (1 day total @ $560, $30 image processing, and taxes)
Total

Submitted by: Graham Young
The Manitoba Museum
Email: gyoung@manitobamuseum.ca
Phone: (204) 988-0648

$1344.00
$80.00
$150.00
$1173.76
$660.80
$3408.56
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10. REGISTRATION
Subcommittee Chair: Elena Sokolova (University of Manitoba)
Members: Yassir Abdu (University of Manitoba), Mulu Serzu (University of Manitoba)
Primary Roles and Activities
The Registration Subcommittee was responsible for the organization of on-site registration. Below we list a
series of timelines that we followed.
Time lines for registration:
15 months prior to the meeting:
Registration Subcommittee decides not to provide conference bags as most delegates dispose of
them as soon as they get them. Each delegate will be given a badge, a pen, a memory stick with a
collection of abstracts and a printed program.
After finding a trustworthy supplier, preliminary budget for the purchase of registration items
is prepared.
6 months prior to the meeting:
Registration Chair distributes (8 months prior) spreadsheets with the information requested
for the website (e.g. technical sessions, special events, field trips, etc.) and then collects and
sends to them to the GAC IT people, Andrea Bassan and Gerry Kilfoil (6 months prior)
3 months prior to the meeting:
Order some items (e.g. polo-shirts for LOC members) and pay with VISA;
Decide before the website goes live on the date and time of registration desk opening;
Communicate with GAC Head Office on specific requirements for registration desk, i.e. internet
connection for VISA terminal, printers and laptops.
2 months prior to the meeting:
Work with Winnipeg Convention Centre event coordinator on where the registration desk will go
at meeting site and address questions regarding requirements for power, internet and VISA
terminal at the desk.
1 month prior to the meeting:
A list of volunteers is assembled for the registration desk (8 volunteers).
Order all items and submit abstracts to be recorded on memory sticks (for free up to 2 MB) to get them
~ 5 days prior to the opening of registration.
3 days prior to the meeting:
Volunteers stuff pens and memory sticks in delegate badges, errata goes in envelopes and items for
participants of short courses are separated.
(We had 32 boxes of items.)
Day of registration opening:
AM
• Items are shipped to the conference centre 4 h prior to the opening of registration desk.
• Tables and booths are set up 4 h prior to the opening of registration desk.
• Volunteers are briefed on what to do and offered lunch prior to the opening.
• GAC HQ staff member tests the VISA terminal and computer equipment 2 h prior to the opening.
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PM
•

Registration desk opens.

Registration Area table layout
Winnipeg 2013 had one area for registration in the Convention Centre.
(1) We had 4 booths each with a volunteer who handed out the registration materials to those who had
pre-registered and who were registering on-site.
(2) Two tables were set up for one GAC HQ staff member (with her own computer, VISA terminal and one
supplied laptop and two supplied laser printers).
(3) One table was a “help desk” where a member of the LOC Registration subcommittee (with a laptop)
was present through the meeting, ready to answer any question.
(4) One table was given to TOURISM WINNIPEG and had all necessary maps and booklets; their
representative was present on the first day when registration opened.
Meeting Registration
In total, 738 delegates attended Winnipeg 2013. The registration breakdown is presented in Table 1. Of these
738 delegates, 698 registered in advance, and 40 registered on site. The on-site registration totals are
provided in Table 2.
LOC Registration Expenses
Item

(CAN$)

Badges, memory sticks, pens
Rentals (1 laptop and 2 printers)
T-shirts for volunteers
Polo-shirts for LOC members

9,591.13
1,662.79
688.95
639.86

Miscellaneous
770.00 (registration for M. Serzu)
202.38 (food for volunteers)
Total miscellaneous
Total LOC expenses*

972.38
13,555.11

*Signage for registration was covered by technical services
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Table 1. Breakdown of total registration numbers.
Registration Category
Geoscience Professional Member Early
Geoscience Professional Member Late
Geoscience Professional Non-Member Early
Geoscience Professional Non-Member Late
Retired/Unemployed Member Early
Retired/Unemployed Member Late
Retired/Unemployed Non-Member Early
Retired/Unemployed Non-Member Late
Student Member Early
Student Member Late
Student Non-Member Early
Student Non-Member Late
Accompanying Guest
One Day Member Early
One Day Member Late
One Day Non Member Early
One Day Non Member Late
Comp. Student Volunteers
Comp. General
(Volunteers, one full registration per exhibit booth, etc.)
Comp. Short Course Presenters
Comp. Press
Comp. Exhibitors
(up to 3 additional per booth, cannot attend sessions)
Outreach: K-12, Indigenous Peoples & General public.
Comp. Field Trip Only (attending field trip only – special
permission)
Total

Fee
$480
$580
$670
$770
$235
$265
$355
$390
$70
$105
$265
$295
$55
$235
$265
$355
$390
-

Delegates
193
46
47
21
21
4
7
5
143
15
19
5
14
12
4
11
5
36

-

31

-

6
0

-

32

$60

61

-

0
738

Table 2. On-site registration totals. Note that these are already included in the total registration figures
presented above.
Registration Category
Professional Member
Professional Non-Member
Retired/Unemployed Members
Retired/Unemployed Non-Members
Student Member
Student Non -Member
One Day Member
One Day Non-Member
Outreach: K-12, Indigenous Peoples & General public.
Total

Fee
$580
$770
$265
$390
$105
$295
$265
$390
$60

Delegates
8
5
1
2
7
3
2
4
8
40
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Summary and Recommendations
•
•
•

It was a great advantage not to have registration bags: to put a pen and a memory stick in a badge
holder and an errata sheet in each envelope took two hours with 8 volunteers, 2 people from
Registration subcommittee and the meeting chair Nancy Chow.
We did not need special transportation arrangements for our registration materials as we
took advantage of the movers used to transfer mineral samples and cases for the mineral
exhibit from the University of Manitoba to the Convention Centre.
Technical services were in charge of finding good volunteers; they were university students and
they worked very well.

Submitted by: Elena Sokolova and Yassir Abdu
Dept. of Geological Sciences, University of Manitoba
Email: elena_sokolova@umanitoba.ca
Phone: (204) 474-8252
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11. SHORT COURSES
Subcommittee Chair: Ian Ferguson (University of Manitoba)
1. Overview
Three short-courses courses were available for registration at the Winnipeg 2013 meeting:
a) MAC-1: Uranium - Cradle to Grave
b) GAC-1: Petrography of Mafic Layered Intrusions
c) GAC-2: Impact Cratering: Processes And Products
The first two courses, MAC-1 and GAC-1, ran successfully but the third course, GAC-2, had to be cancelled
because it failed to meet the minimum registration numbers required for it to run without a financial loss. The
short-courses were an important component of the GAC-MAC meeting and probably increased the total
attendance at the meeting by 50 to 75 people. The association of the short-courses with related special
sessions and/or field trips likely contributed to the registration numbers for both the short courses and the
main conference. The notes published for the MAC-1 short-course are an important legacy of the MAC
short-course. The development, coordination, and sponsorship of the MAC-1 short-course were well handled
by MAC and ran smoothly. However, there were several issues with the coordination of the GAC shortcourses and these form the subject of recommendations in this report.
Many people and groups need to be thanked for their valuable contributions to the Winnipeg 2013
short courses. These include the short-course organizers, the sponsors, the MAC and GAC short-course
coordinators, GAC Headquarters staff, the LOC web page manager, University of Manitoba IST staff,
Department of Geological Sciences support staff, other LOC members, and the student assistants at each
short-course.
2. Statistics
Final registration numbers for the three short-courses are listed in Table 1.
Table 1. Registration numbers
Course
Professionals Students
Registered
Registered
MAC-1 29
42
GAC-1
10
9
GAC-2
5
1

Instructors
Organizers
15
2
1

Assistants
1
5
1

Total
Paid
71
19
6

Total

Status

87
26
8

Ran
Ran
Cancelled

3. Course Details
MAC-1: Uranium - Cradle to Grave The MAC-1 short course was a two-day pre-conference short-course
held on the 20th and 21st May in the Winnipeg Convention Centre. See Appendix D for the course details.
The course was organized by Peter Burns and Ginger Sigmon from University of Notre Dame with support
from the MAC short-course coordinator Rob Raeside. It involved a total of 15 instructors. The course
preparations included production of a book of short-course notes (MAC Short Course Series Volume 43).
The short-course was aligned with a special session at the main conference: SS-5 Uranium: Cradle to
Grave. This Special Session ran over 2.5 days. The short-course was preceded by a one-day meeting of the
Energy Frontiers Research Center at the same location. The synergy of the meeting, short-course, and special
session undoubtedly contributed to the excellent attendance at all three events.
GAC-1: Petrography of Mafic Layered Intrusions The GAC-1 short course was a one-day pre-conference
short-course held on the 21st May in the Microscope Lab in the Department of Geological Sciences at the
University of Manitoba. See Appendix D for the course details. The course was organized by James Scoates,
University of British Columbia and Jim Miller, University of Minnesota, Duluth. Notes were handed out at
the workshop and some material was available on line. There was no book of notes produced.
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The short-course was aligned with a special session at the main conference: SS-8 Layered Intrusions:
New Paradigms and Approaches to Understanding Magmatic Processes and there was some synergy with a
second special session: SS-9 Magmatic Ni-Cu-PGE-Cr Deposits: Ore-Forming Processes with Implications
for Exploration. There was also a related post-meeting field trip: FT-C2 Mafic and ultramafic intrusive rocks
and associated Ni-Cu-(PGE) and Cr-(PGE) mineralization in the Bird River greenstone belt, southeast
Manitoba. The association of the short-course with the other events probably contributed to its registration
numbers meeting minimum requirements.
GAC-2: Impact Cratering: Processes And Products The short course GAC-2 was to be a two-day preconference short-course scheduled for 20th and 21st May in the Winnipeg Convention Centre. See Appendix
D for the course details. The course was organized by Gordon Osinski, University of Western Ontario. Notes
were to be handed out at the workshop but there was no book of notes produced.
The GAC-2 short-course was aligned with special sessions at the main conference: SS-16 Impact
Cratering: A Geological Process; SS-17 Terrestrial Analogues for Comparative Planetary Geology and
Astrobiology and SS-18 Astromaterials: Meteorites and More. It was also associated with a field trip: A5
Mars Analogues in Manitoba: The Lake St. Martin Impact Structure and East German Creek Hypersaline
Springs but this trip was cancelled because of the low registration.
The low registration numbers for the short-course were surprising given the associated special
sessions and planned field-trip. Examination of the registration numbers and names shows there was minimal
sign-up from professional geoscientists in planetary and related fields or from students. The text of the shortcourse description indicated that it would be oriented towards students yet only one student registered. Most
of the professionals who registered for the course worked in different areas of geoscience and likely signed
up because of a strong interest in planetary science. It is unclear to what extent the low numbers were due to
the relatively small scientific community in planetary science in Canada, potential registrants having already
attended related short-courses, advertising for the course not reaching sufficiently widely (e.g., to
undergraduate and graduate students in Canada, universities in the US?), or other factors such as increasing
limitations on government employee travel and decreases in the number of NSERC funded scientists in
Canada.
4. Fees and Complimentary Registrations
The fees for the short-courses are shown in Table 2. The budget for each short-course was approved
by MAC or GAC Council. There was some initial uncertainty within the LOC as to the handling of taxes but
it was established that it was necessary to include both GST and PST in the amounts charged for registration.
In Manitoba the PST and GST are charged independently on the sale amount so the total PST+GST tax is
12%.
In order to handle the expenses arising from short-course participants not attending the main
conference the LOC implemented a $50 short-course only fee (i.e., $56 including taxes). This fee is described
in the GAC-MAC Annual Meeting Guide but had not been implemented in recent meetings. As required, this
fee was approved by GAC and MAC Councils. The fee is to cover the administration of the participants by
the LOC, their handling in the GAC registration system, and their registration materials. All of the shortcourse participants received the full set of conference materials (including badge, Meeting Guide, and the
jump-drive Abstract-volume).
Table 2. Short-course registration fee1,2,3
Course
MAC-1
GAC-1
GAC-2

Professional
cost
$450
$300
$300

Student
cost
$225
$1504
$150

1. All amounts in $CDN
2. Price includes 5% GST and 7% PST
3. Short-course participants not also registered for the Annual Meeting must pay an additional handling fee of $56 (incl.
taxes).
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4. Reduced to $75 after receipt of Mineral Deposits Division sponsorship

The handling of complimentary registrations associated with the short-course required discussion
within the LOC, with GAC HQ staff, and with previous short-course chairs so the procedures followed are
documented here.
1. The short-course fee was not charged to short-course instructors and organizers. The costs incurred
by the attendance of these participants at the course (including meals, short-course notes etc) are
included as items within the short-course budget.
2. A student assistant was provided by the LOC for each short-course. The assistant was expected to be
able to participate reasonably fully in the short-course while providing help where needed. The shortcourse fee was not charged to the student assistant; their participation in the course was regarded by
the LOC and short-course organizers as being in exchange for the assistance they provided.
3. The main-conference fee was paid by the short-course instructors and organizers attending the main
conference. For the MAC-1 course this fee was paid directly by the participants. For the GAC-1
course it was included within the short-course budget.
4. The LOC and short-course organizers agreed that it was not necessary for short-course instructors
and organizers who did not attend the main conference to pay the $56 short-course only fee. It was
noted that these instructors were contributing to the overall success of the meeting. They were not
registered through the GAC registration software.
5. Finally, the LOC waived the main conference registration fee for the LOC student assistant helping
with each short-course. These students were included with other student volunteers from the main
conference who received complimentary registrations.
5. Sponsorship
MAC-1 The MAC-1 short-course was sponsored by the MAC. The association included the provision of
significant assistance by the MAC short-course coordinator, coordination of most aspects of the short-course
budget, and preparation and distribution of advertising for the short-course.
GAC-1 There were no aspects to the GAC-1 short-course that created an absolute need for sponsorship. The
course did not require advanced payment for rooms or catering, there were no short-course notes published
so there was no need for advanced publication costs, and the organizers accrued the costs for production of
course materials themselves (to be later reconciled against the fees paid by the participants). In terms of
finances, the organizers could have self-sponsored the workshop.
The GAC-1 short-course however was sponsored by the GAC Volcanology and Igneous Petrology
Division and the GAC Mineral Deposits Division. The Volcanology and Igneous Petrology Division
provided $250 towards the short-course and the MDD provided $1,000. These contributions meant the shortcourse fee could be reduced relative to the total cost of the course. The sponsorship of the GAC divisions was
also important for contributing to the profile of the short-course and to its advertising.
The contribution from the Volcanology and Igneous Petrology Division was arranged relatively early
in the budgeting process and built into the fee structure. The contribution from the MDD came quite late and
was part of a $10,000 contribution by MDD to support students on field-trips and short-courses. The division
of the total amount between field trips and short-course was approved by MDD and was based on the number
of students involved and the fact that the short-course already included a student registration rate. The $1,000
provided for the short-course was used to increase the total number of students spots in the course by three,
by making up some of the difference between the student and professional registration rate ($325), and to
subsidize the fee paid by each of the nine registered students by $75 ($625). The MDD funding was provided
in the form of a payment from MDD to the GAC. Because of the timing of the availability of MDD support
the subsidization was handled by the GAC HQ issuing $75 refund cheques that were included in the students’
registration packages.
GAC-2 The GAC-2 short course was sponsored by the GAC Planetary Sciences Division and once again the
sponsorship provided increased profile for the short-course. The GAC-2 short-course could also have been
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largely self-sponsored by the organizer if necessary. The main expense due ahead of the course was payment
of a deposit on the Winnipeg Convention Centre room rental. In the end the course was cancelled prior to this
payment.
6. Short-course Notes
A full book of short-course notes was produced for the MAC course (MAC Short Course Series
Volume 43). The organizers asked the authors to submit the chapters in October 2012 and most of them were
received by January 2013. Selected reviewers were used to provide an overview of each chapter and to make
any comments and suggestions on the chapters. This information was sent to the authors for them to make
corrections. The chapters were then formatted by the MAC Short Course Coordinator Rob Raeside before
being sent to the organizers for final revisions.
7. Time-lines and Additional Proposals
The Annual Meeting Guide indicates that preliminary proposals for the GAC and MAC short courses
should be provided to GAC or MAC Council, and/or solicited by the GAC or MAC short course coordinator
around two years prior to the meeting. The approval of the courses should take place prior to the First Notice
and at the latest 12 months before the meeting. The MAC short-course arrangements ran approximately to
this schedule but the GAC short-course arrangements were significantly later.
MAC short-course time-lines
 Late 2010 (-2.3 years). When contacted by LOC with an offer to help generate proposals, the MAC
short-course coordinator had a list of potential and possible short-courses in hand.
 May 2011 (-2.0 years). LOC first call for sessions distributed.
 June 2011 (-1.75 years). MAC-1 course proposed and there were several additional MAC course
possibilities on the books.
 October 2011. (-1.5 years). LOC first call for sessions closes.
 January 2012 (-17 months). Short-course organizers in association with MAC short-course
coordinator had developed a preliminary budget and requested input from the LOC on room and
caterings costs etc.
 February 2012 (-16 months). MAC-1 short course was approved by MAC Council. A second course
MAC-2 Geology of Gem Deposits is still on the books but approved.
 April 2012 (-13 months). First Notice for Winnipeg 2013 listed both MAC-1 and MAC-2 courses
 May 2012 (-12 months). MAC-2 course postponed to alternative forum. MAC short-course for
Winnipeg 2013 now set.
GAC short-course time-lines
 April 2011 (-2.0 years) When contacted by LOC with an offer to help generate proposals, GAC
short-course coordinator, Don James, had no proposals on the books.
 May 2011. (-2.0 years) LOC first call for sessions distributed.
 September 2011 (-1.6 years). In response to an enquiry from the LOC, GAC establishes that Science
Program Chair, Martin Ross will stand in as the new Short Course Coordinator.
 October 2011. (-1.5 years). LOC first call for sessions closes.
 November 2011. (-1.5 years). GAC Council has two courses on the books that have been proposed: a
structural geology course and the GAC-2 short-course on Impact Cratering (lead by the Planetary
Div.).
 December 2011. (-1.5 years). LOC includes call for GAC short-courses in its second call for
sessions.
 February 2012. (-16 months). Proposal for GAC-1 is received and forwarded to the GAC shortcourse coordinator.
 March 2012. (-15 months). Proposal is received for a short-course GAC-3 RADARSAT-2 Images in
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Geology organized by B. Leblon and A. Larocque (U. New Brunswick). Proposal is forwarded to
GAC. There are also ideas for several additional courses but no formal proposals for them. GAC
Council indicates that only GAC-1, GAC-2 and GAC-3 be advertised at this time.
April 2012 (-13 months). First Notice for Winnipeg 2013 lists GAC-1, GAC-2 and GAC-3 courses.
May 2012 (-12 months). GAC Council approves the topics for GAC-1 and GAC-2 but indicates
GAC-3 should be deferred until 2014.
May to June 2012 (-12 to -11 months). GAC Short-course coordinator sent examples of budgets to
GAC-1 and GAC-2 organizers and LOC short-course chair sent information on costs of room rentals,
catering, audiovisual etc.
September 2012. (-7 months). John Hanchar becomes GAC Short Course Coordinator.
October 2012. (-6 months). GAC Council receives updated budgets from short-course organizers. It
gives provisional approval subject to additional information being provided by short-course
organizers.
December 2012. (-4 months). Requested information is provided to GAC. No notification of final
approval of the short-course is received by the LOC. LOC therefore made the decision to proceed
with the courses.
December 2012. (-4 months). A very late proposal for another GAC short course was received. LOC
forwarded this to the GAC short-course coordinator for comment, along with a recommendation that
it not be approved. No response is received. LOC therefore makes decision to reject the proposal.
April 16th 2012 (-1 month). GAC-2 cancelled after discussion between LOC and organizer because
of insufficient registration numbers. GAC Short Course Coordinator copied. At this point, the GAC
short course for Winnipeg 2013 was set.

8. Registration Arrangements
The LOC Short Course Chair helped coordinate almost all aspects of registration, liaising between
the short-course coordinators and the GAC staff. Aspects included establishing dates for registration,
providing registration information for the Winnipeg 2013 web page, collating information for the registration
web page, helping check and debug the GAC registration web page, providing updates on registration
numbers and names to the organizers, monitoring when the maximum course numbers were reached,
maintaining a wait list for the GAC-1 course, and interfacing between the GAC and organizers on requests
for short-course fee waivers and late registrations.
The short-course registration ran quite smoothly due partly to the timely work by the GAC web
registration coordinator Gerry Kilfoil and GAC registration officer, Eleanor Penney.
(a) Registration categories and software.
 In order to allow the short-course-only registrations to be processed efficiently in the GAC web
software it was necessary to create two additional categories of registration (along with the existing
full professional, full student, one-day professional etc.): short-course only professional and shortcourse only student.
 Since all three short-courses overlapped in time, the registration software was configured to allow a
person to register for only one of the three courses.
 The LOC, after consultation with the organizers, made the decision to only guarantee a registration in
a short-course after payment was received.
 The (initial) maximum student registration in GAC-1 of 5 was reached after several hours. This
required the GAC registration web site coordinator G. Kilfoil to close the registration as soon as
possible after this time, and it also required an update to both the GAC registration and LOC
registration web pages.
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(b) Registration dates
 March 1st 2013. Short-course registration opened at the same time as general registration on March
1st.
 April 15th 2013. The listed closing date for short-course registration was Monday April 15th although
the system allowed additions after this date.
 April 16th 2013. At this point the GAC-2 course was cancelled because of insufficient numbers. Both
the MAC-1 and GAC-1 course had viable numbers but more space available, so registration for these
courses was extended to Monday April 29th. A significant number of registrations occurred in this
time window.
 April 29th 2013. Short-course registration closed.
9. Budgetary Arrangements
The Annual Meeting Guide indicates that the MAC and GAC short-courses are MAC and GAC
events run at the annual meetings but independent from the meeting. In the case of MAC, the development of
the budget is coordinated by the MAC, the MAC operates the short-course budget, and the approval of the
budget is done by the MAC Council. The meeting guide indicates that for the GAC short-courses " Short
Course budgets are independent of all other meeting budgets and shall be accounted separately from the
Annual Meeting budget." The LOC's role is primarily one of liaison.
In light of this information the LOC for Winnipeg 2013 was careful to not have any direct financial
interaction in the short-courses. Contracts for room rental, catering, and audiovisual for the short-courses
were between the vendor and the short-course organizers or the sponsoring body, and invoices were paid
directly rather than through the LOC. The Winnipeg Convention Centre recognized the relationship between
the main conference and short course events, and offered discounts arising from the main conference to the
short-course organizers.
In the case of MAC-1 these procedures ran quite smoothly. However, in the case of GAC-1,
information on procedures and guidelines for handling these budgetary aspects appear to have been lost
because of the turn-over of short-courses coordinators, and the fact that there have been no successful GAC
short-courses for a number of years. No-one from the GAC could provide information on how the final
budget for the GAC short-course is normally reconciled against the registration fees paid and how this
process is approved.
The LOC Short-Course Subcommittee ran without a budget as its role was primarily liaison and
administration.
10. Course Advertising
The MAC coordination of the MAC-1 short-course included production of an attractive professional
brochure for the course. In the case of the GAC short-course, the Annual Meeting Guide indicates that GAC
short-course organizers are expected to produce the advertising material. The resulting material for GAC-1
and GAC-2 described the two short-courses effectively but was not of the same high aesthetic standard as the
MAC product.
The information on the three short-courses was added to the Winnipeg 2013 web page as early as
possible and it was updated whenever possible. Information on the short-courses was also distributed very
extensively on multiple occasions through the MAC and GAC email lists. The organizers also distributed the
information through their own distribution lists.
11. Logistic Arrangements
The catering and audiovisual support for MAC-1 was done through the Winnipeg Convention Centre
and the company AVW-TELAV and the catering and audiovisual support for GAC-1 was done through the
University of Manitoba. No significant problems were noted. The petrological microscopes required for the
GAC-1 course were provided mostly by the University of Manitoba. The LOC student assistant checked
these microscopes ahead of the short-course and again at the end of the short-course.
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One logistical issue that did arise during the short-courses was wireless internet connections. Internet
connections at the Winnipeg Convention Centre are relatively expensive and were not included in the room
rental package. For GAC-1 the connections were made available through the University of Manitoba. The
University does not have open visitor internet connections so it was necessary to create some more specific
user accounts (SC-01, SC-02,.. etc) prior to the short-course, and have the short-course participants sign an
internet usage policy. These processes ran smoothly but required appropriate advance preparation and
coordination.
Registration materials for short-course participants were prepared during a "stuffing bee" on Friday
May 17th in which the packages for all of the conference participants were being prepared by Registration
Committee members and student volunteers. The registration materials were delivered to the start of each
short-course by the LOC short-course chair and handed out with the assistance of the LOC student assistant
for the course.
12. Committee Structure
The LOC Short Course Subcommittee ran for most of its time with one member, the LOC Short
Course Chair. The LOC student assistants for each of the three short courses (C. Sheahan, R. Hiebert, and R.
Sharma) were added as members as the meeting approach but their role was primarily in helping at each
short-course.
13. Recommendations
Recommendation 1. That GAC Council reconsider its procedures for GAC short course organization
in light of the recommendations from recent short-course chairs.
This recommendation follows related comments in past meeting reports and the absence of
successful GAC short-courses over recent years. The working relationship between the GAC Council and
LOC during the organization of the Winnipeg 2013 meeting was not very conducive to development of
successful GAC short-courses. This situation is not attributed to the individual GAC Council members
involved, all of whom worked within the existing constraints towards the aim of producing successful shortcourses.
In the Ottawa 2011 final report, it was noted that "GAC insists on approval of and identification with
short courses, but does not accept any of the risk, nor does it benefit from any reward" and that "GAC should
assume a more central role in fostering, supporting and developing short courses". The Ottawa LOC made a
number of important recommendations regarding short-courses. Based on the experience leading up to
Winnipeg 2013 these recommendations appear to have not been properly considered, and the short-course
coordination has become worse.
The overall experience for the Winnipeg 2013 meeting was that while the GAC still required the
approval of and identification with short courses there were times at which it was unaware or confused by its
own function. At several points Council members seemed to not know who was appointed as GAC Short
Course Coordinator or indeed whether anyone was. Those appointed as GAC Short Course Coordinators had
to learn their duties from the Annual Meeting Guide and there has been a major loss of corporate memory on
handling the short-courses. The provisional approval of the 2013 GAC short-courses occurred very late, in
October 2012 (see the time-lines above) and the LOC was never advised as to whether final approval was
given. The LOC was also left to make other high-level decisions regarding the short-courses (see time lines).
Recommendation 2. That GAC Council consider changing its method of appointment of Short Course
Coordinators in order to facilitate proper coordination of short-courses including the longer-term
development of new short-courses.
The development of successful GAC short-course needs sustained, hands-on involvement over time
scales that may be longer than the time individual LOCs operate. Although some short-courses, such as the
GAC-1 and MAC-1 in Winnipeg 2013, can be developed from an initial idea to full implementation in two
years or less, others courses could take longer than two years to develop. A longer time scale is particularly
necessary if the short-course is to include multiple instructors, production of comprehensive short-course
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notes, and to have widespread advertising, aspects that will help contribute to the overall success of the
workshop. There needs to be a hands-on incubation of short-courses starting from ideas and casual proposals,
leading to formal proposals and actual short-courses. This coordination needs to take place across multiple
LOC's so GAC Council is the logical body to do this work. The rotation of GAC Short-Course Coordinators
is presently too rapid for this work to be able to done effectively.
Recommendation 3. That GAC Council take on a clear role of lead financial sponsor of GAC shortcourses.
The information in the Annual Meeting Guide suggests GAC can be the lead sponsor of a shortcourse but the general understanding is that this is not the case and that other sponsors must be sought.
The GAC has appropriately-sized budgets, personnel, expertise, and procedures to be able to play the
role of lead financial sponsor of all GAC short courses. This situation is demonstrated by the successful
sponsorship of short courses by MAC. The GAC has appropriate budgets to cover seed funding for shortcourse expenses and the GAC Council short-course approval process means that Council is in an optimal
position to balance factors such as minimum registration, cancellation dates, and financial risk.
As noted in the Ottawa 2011 LOC final report, the GAC Divisions and Sections "have limited
budgets for support and generally do not have well-established protocols or procedures to help guide the
organization and delivery of short courses." Although the Divisions may not be in a position to be a lead
sponsor they can clearly play a critical role as co-sponsors in the scientific and promotional aspects of the
short-courses. Funds from the sale of workshop notes are also an important source of income for Divisions.
The expectation that the short course organizer coordinates the science to be delivered in a shortcourse and do the basic leg work of soliciting external sponsorship probably limits the number of shortcourse proposals submitted. This situation can also be considered unreasonable given the expected GAC
identification with the short courses.
Recommendation 4. That GAC play a larger role in preparing advertising materials for GAC short
courses.
GAC could provide consistent advertising formats for the short-course in the same way that MAC
currently does. The GAC should also post attractive advertisements for the GAC-MAC meeting shortcourses on the Short Course page of its own web site (http://www.gac.ca/wp/?page_id=1005). At the moment
the courses can only be found on that web page through a link to LOC web pages. The importance of careful
and extensive advertising of the short-courses was also noted in the St. John's 2012 final report.
Recommendation 5. That careful consideration continue to be given to target audiences of GAC shortcourses.
At the Winnipeg 2013 meeting the MAC-1 short-course had a student/professional ratio of 42/29, the
GAC-1 short-course had a student/professional of 9/10, and the successful St. John's MAC short course had a
student/professional of 10/12. It appears to be a key to target both students and professionals in the
development of a successful short-course. The failure of the GAC-2 short-course to achieve adequate
registration suggests that attraction of participants from as wide an audience as possible in academia,
government, and industry is also critical. The association of proposed short-courses with related special
sessions and field trips continues to be an important process.
Recommendation 6. That the Annual Meeting Guide be updated and that GAC advertise its role in
organizing short-courses more broadly.
Wording in the Annual Meeting Guide regarding short-courses (e.g., Appendix 3 Guidelines for
GAC Short Courses) is in places outdated, pompous and condescending. It frames the GAC as an "imperial"
approving body rather than an organization that is encouraging, supportive, and constructive in the
formulation and running of GAC short courses. Although, LOC's may be able to help in the updating of this
guide, the primary work needs to be coordinated by the GAC so that the document better characterizes
GAC's exact role in short-course coordination.
The role of the GAC in short-course development and organization at GAC-MAC meetings is not
well known in the geoscience community. Most people assume short-courses are developed by the LOC as
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part of the scientific program at each GAC-MAC meeting. It is recommended that GAC promotes its role
more broadly, throughout the year, and independently of annual meeting information. This information
definitely needs to be available outside the context of the Annual Meeting Guide. It would be good to have
information available on the Short Course page of the GAC web site (in a similar fashion to that available for
the Nuna Conferences). The name and contact details of the GAC Short Course Coordinator should be listed
on the GAC web site.
Final Recommendation. If GAC is of the view that it has inadequate personnel and/or financial
resources to address the preceding recommendations, consideration should be given to termination of
"GAC short courses" and allowing these short-courses to be coordinated fully by individual meeting
LOCs, where appropriate in association with other sponsors, as a fully integrated part of the GACMAC scientific program.

Submitted by: Ian Ferguson
Dept. of Geological Sciences, University of Manitoba
Email: ian_ferguson@umanitoba.ca
Phone: (204) 474-9154
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12. SPECIAL EVENTS
Subcommittee Chair: Karen Ferreira (University of Manitoba)
Members: Rick Unrau (Manitoba Geological Survey), Carol Martiniuk (Manitoba Conservation), Dorne
Lindal (Manitoba Geological Survey, retired), Camille Partin (University of Manitoba)
Background
The committee was responsible for organizing all social events, coffee breaks, and bar service for the
Winnipeg 2013 GAC-MAC meeting. Social events included the Icebreaker Reception, GAC Luncheon,
MAC Luncheon, MDD Luncheon, Student Networking Luncheon, “Prairie Roundup” evening, Wind-up
Evening, and a Fun Run. Catering was supplied by the Winnipeg Convention Centre (“WCC”) for all events
held there, as a contractual requirement. The “Prairie Roundup” evening and the Wind-up Evening were held
off-site, with catering services provided at those other venues. In addition, for other meetings and receptions
(but not short courses or pre-meeting council meetings) held at the Winnipeg Convention Centre, the Special
Events chair acted as the liaison for booking food and/or beverage services at WCC request.
Volunteers on this subcommittee included Rick Unrau (Manitoba Geological Survey), who booked
the entertainment for the “Prairie Roundup” evening and the bagpiper for the MDD Luncheon; Carol
Martiniuk (Manitoba Conservation), who planned two extra tours that ended up being cancelled due to lack
of registration; Dorne Lindal (Manitoba Geological Survey, retired), who planned the menus; and Camille
Partin (Univ. Manitoba, M.Sc. student), who planned the Student Networking Luncheon. In addition,
Christian Böhm, Scott Anderson and Camille Partin volunteered to lead an informal Fun Run on the
Wednesday morning.
Special Events
Icebreaker Reception
The Icebreaker Reception was held in the Exhibits & Posters area of the WCC (Room 2FGH) from 7
to 10 p.m. on Tues., May 21, 2013. Cash bar service was available; delegates were given one complimentary
ticket for the bar in their delegate bags. Snacks were provided: sandwiches, fruit and vegetable platters were
laid out at the start of the evening, with some hors d’ouvres passed by servers later in the evening. Stand-up
cocktail tables and some other lounge furnishings were provided throughout the venue. Exhibitors were
available throughout the evening. The amount of food was ordered on the basis of the estimate that about half
of delegates would have picked up their registration materials in time for this reception. Amounts were ample
– indeed, portions provided by WCC were generous for all events. The event was well attended.
GAC Luncheon
The GAC Luncheon was held in the Pan-Am Room of the WCC on Wed., May 22, 2013 with a total
attendance of 84. In addition to the awardees and other dignitaries, the event was attended by Hon. Dave
Chomiak, Minister of Innovation, Energy and Mines for the Province of Manitoba. The head table, set for 11,
was on a dais with microphone and podium; an A-V screen and projector were situated to the side of the head
table. The guests were seated at round tables, with six guests per table so that all could see the head table and
screen without turning around. Cash bar service was available; each guest was issued one complimentary
drink ticket. The lunch menu featured a butter lettuce salad, grilled breast of chicken with hunter sauce, triple
chocolate fudge cake with raspberry coulis, coffee and tea. Alternate selections were provided to guests who
had special dietary restrictions, as well as at all other functions where food was served.
MAC Luncheon
The MAC Luncheon was held in the Pan-Am Room of the WCC on Thurs., May 23, 2013 with a
total attendance of 100. This was an unusually high attendance for this luncheon, a reflection of the contents
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of the technical program and major mineralogically themed symposia. The set-up was the same as for the
GAC Luncheon. Cash bar service was available; each guest was issued one complimentary drink ticket. The
lunch menu featured roasted carrot and ginger bisque soup, mustard seed and honey roasted pork loin, red
velvet cake with blueberry coulis, coffee and tea. A special performance of late renowned mineralogist
Martin A. Peacock’s composition Intermezzo was provided by pianist Rob Lindey, the performance of which
was arranged by Prof. Emer. Robert Ferguson, a former Ph.D. student of Dr. Peacock.
MDD Luncheon
The MDD Luncheon was held in the Pan-Am Room of the WCC on Fri., May 24, 2013 with a total
attendance of 60. The set-up was the same as for the GAC Luncheon. The head table was piped in as per
tradition by bagpiper Maureen McFarlane (the cost of which was paid directly by MDD). Wine was served at
the tables. The lunch menu featured mushroom soup, roast beef, chocolate silk truffle wedge, coffee and tea.
Student Networking Luncheon
This lunch was provided on Wed., May 22, 2013 with a total attendance of 56 students and 8
professionals. It was held in MR1E of the WCC, with a buffet lunch of soup, sandwiches and soft drinks. A
party game exercise designed to have people mingling throughout the event was provided, patterned after
other similar events at other geological conferences.
“Prairie Roundup” Evening
The Prairie Roundup Evening was held Thurs., May 23, 2013 with a total paid attendance of 85.
Participants boarded chartered buses at the WCC, were transported to the train station of the vintage Prairie
Dog Central Railway, enjoyed a ride across the rural prairie to the Hitch ‘n Post Ranch and were entertained
by a mock hold-up. The Hitch ‘n Post served a buffet meal of barbecued roast beef, perogies, cabbage rolls,
various salads and accompaniments, dessert, coffee and tea. Cash bar was available. Music was provided
during the evening by the Jenifer Scott band. Return transportation to the WCC and downtown hotels was
provided by chartered bus.
Wind-up Evening
The Wind-up Evening was held Fri., May 24, 2013 at the Beachcomber Restaurant at The Forks
Market, with an attendance of 110. The restaurant reserved their lower outdoor patio along the Red River for
this event, and had a back-up space available in The Forks atrium in case of inclement weather. They
provided a buffet meal of fresh burgers, three varieties of kebabs, various salad accompaniments, and soft
drinks. Cash bar service was available. Volunteers were treated to complimentary tickets for this event; other
tickets sold briskly for the remaining seats available.
Beverage Service
Coffee and tea service was provided to delegates in the Exhibits Hall (Room 2FGH) in WCC
beginning at 9 a.m. (when the Exhibits hall opened) and ending at 4 p.m., with a large rush centred on
morning coffee break at 10 a.m. Amounts ordered were as follow: 100 c. for morning opening, 400 c. for
morning coffee break (at four stations), and 200 c. for afternoon service. The only exception was Friday
afternoon service – only 100 c., which seemed to meet requirements. WCC required the name of a single
person who was able to act as a signatory, should changes to beverage service be needed during the meeting;
the Special Events chair acted as this signatory, but in the end, the ordered amounts seemed to be sufficient
and did not need to be adjusted as the meeting proceeded. During the morning coffee breaks, especially on
the first day, it was prudent to have a couple volunteers directing people to the multiple stations.
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Cash bars were available in the Exhibits Hall (Room 2FGH) on Wed., May 22 and Thurs., May 23
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., to cover the poster sessions. Delegates received one complimentary ticket in their
registration package, good for either of the two days.
Water was provided at the speakers’ desks in the meeting rooms. Water service was available to
delegates in the Exhibits Hall, in the Registration area, and in one of the two major concourses in which
meeting rooms were located. This seemed to be sufficient.
Fun Run
Christian Böhm, Scott Anderson and Camille Partin volunteered to lead a Fun Run on the
Wednesday morning, May 22. Because of low attendance at such events noted at previous years’ meetings,
we opted to keep this event extremely informal, with no advance registration, no souvenir T-shirts, etc. It was
advertised in the program, on the website, and by poster on site. Two participants took part.
Other events for which catering was required included the following:
GAC President’s Reception
This reception was held on Tues., May 21, 5-7 p.m., immediately preceding the Icebreaker Reception
in the Millennium Suite of the WCC. This event was attended by invitees of the GAC, and was not advertised
in the program or website as per their request. A microphone and podium were available to facilitate
presentation of awards and other recognitions. A cash bar was available; GAC staffers had requested a
number of host tickets to distribute to their guests. Buffet service of various hors d’ouvres was provided.
Although organized through the LOC, the event was billed directly to GAC.
Continental Breakfast for Early-Morning Volunteers
Morning and Afternoon Beverages and Lunch for Teacher’s Workshop
Morning and Afternoon Snack Service for First Nations Geoscience Forum
GAC President’s Breakfast Meeting (billed directly to GAC)
Joint GAC-MAC Executive Breakfast Meeting (billed directly to GAC)
MAC Reception in honour of Robert F. Martin (billed directly to MAC)
University of Manitoba Geological Sciences Reunion Night (billed to Univ. of Manitoba)
CJES Editorial Meeting (billed directly to NRCan Press)
Post-Symposium I Reception (billed directly to a sponsoring party)
Tours
The chairs of “Winnipeg 2013” had opted from the start of the planning process to forego an
Accompanying Guests program. During the planning process, a volunteer offered to put together a slate of
small tours under the umbrella of the Special Events subcommittee. These were limited to two – one to the
Manitoba Museum and the other to the International Polar Bear Conservation Centre at the Assiniboine Park
Zoo – to not conflict further with field trips and minimize conflict with other meeting activities. In any case,
registration numbers were very low and both trips were cancelled.
The Tourism Winnipeg office provided various tourism materials, as well as staffing for a table in
the registration area on the first day of the meeting, for delegates and their guests. In this subcommittee’s
opinion, this was suitable and sufficient.
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Issues and Recommendations
A great deal of positive feedback was received about the presence of food at the Icebreaker
(Welcoming) Reception. It is recommended to continue this practice.
We were pleased with the food and beverage service received from WCC and other suppliers.
The big evening event, in which dinner and entertainment is expected, with resulting venue and
usually also transportation costs, has become very costly to deliver. Even with steep ticket prices, the LOC
underwrote part of the costs this year, in keeping with the practice of the last several meetings. This issue has
been raised in the final reports of the last two years’ meetings as well, and bears additional consideration and
perhaps some major restructuring for future meetings.
In general, there seems to be a desire throughout meeting activities to engage students. A student
networking event was included this year, in keeping with the last couple years. The event went smoothly, but
other conferences may wish to consider whether this is a place where they wish to concentrate monies to
engage students. It is an optional event, and more difficult to attract mentorship and sponsorship than might
first appear. The MAC requested lower student ticket prices for its luncheon, and this practice was extended
to all three luncheons for continuity, with the subsidies factored into regular ticket prices. Other than
awardees, very few students take advantage of this opportunity.

Submitted by: Karen Ferreira
Dept. of Geological Sciences, University of Manitoba
Email: karen.ferreira@umanitoba.ca
Phone: (204) 474-9374
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13. TECHNICAL PROGRAM
Subcommittee Co-chairs: Christian Böhm (Manitoba Geological Survey), Mostafa Fayek (University of
Manitoba).
Members: Anton Chakhmouradian (University of Manitoba), Chris Couëslan (Manitoba Geological
Survey), Brandi Shabaga (University of Manitoba)
The core of the Technical Program at the Winnipeg 2013 Meeting consisted of four Symposia, 23 Special
Sessions and seven General Sessions (see their complete list in Appendix E, with sponsoring/supporting
organizations given in parentheses, where applicable). Additionally, the program included two plenary
addresses (Paul F. Hoffman, The Origin of Laurentia; Harold Gibson, The Science and the Discovery of
Volcanogenic Massive Sulphide Deposits), a Geoscience in Our Lives lecture by James T. Teller (The
Drowning and Draining of Manitoba: from Lake Agassiz to Today) and the GAC Presidential Address by
Peter Bobrowsky (Trend Spotting in the Geosciences). By the extended abstract submission deadline
(February 1, 2013), 482 abstracts had been submitted; 341 talks and 106 posters were presented at the
Meeting. The abstract withdrawal/rejection rate was reasonably small (7%). A significant number of
withdrawals (at least 20%) were from non-Canadian delegates who had problems with obtaining a Canadian
visa. The relative proportion of presentations in GAC- and MAC-sponsored sessions was roughly 60 and
30%, respectively (~10% were given at sessions with undeclared sponsorship).
The symposia and special sessions delivered a very balanced coverage of all the major areas of research
typically presented at GAC-MAC meetings, i.e. structural geology, geochronology, terrain studies,
paleontology, sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic petrology, mineral deposit studies and exploration
techniques, geochemistry, mineralogy and crystallography. Further breadth was provided by special sessions
on planetary processes (SS-16, -17, -18), First Nations geoscience issues (SS-22), prairie hydrology (SS-14)
and environmental geology (SS-15, -20), and a large number of talks on synthetic analogues of natural
systems presented at SS-5, SY-1 and SY-2. For example, 40% of talks in SS-5 were concerned with
structural, spectroscopic, thermochemical, or computational analysis of synthetic uranium systems. There
was an excellent synergy with the Short Course and Fieldtrip programs. Some examples include the MACsponsored Short Course on uranium, followed by a 2.5-day special session (SS-5), and the GAC-VIP/MDDsponsored Short Course on layered mafic intrusions and Special Sessions on mafic intrusions and their
associated mineral deposits (SS-8, -9), and a fieldtrip to the Bird River belt (C2).
The following steps were taken at the preparatory stage by the Subcommittee in consultation with the Chair
and the rest of the LOC to ensure success of the Winnipeg 2013 Technical Program:
(1) It was proposed to organize two Symposia honouring Frank Hawthorne (SY-1) and Petr Černý (SY-2),
both of whom are University of Manitoba researchers of international stature. This decision
undoubtedly had a very positive impact on the international visibility of our Meeting. Colleagues and
former students of Petr’s and Frank’s from as far away as Norway and the Czech Republic attended the
Meeting.
(2) It was suggested to have an extended uranium session linked to the MAC Short Course (SS-5) and
invite Peter Burns (University of Notre Dame) to chair it. Peter is a very influential member of the
uranium research community in the US and internationally, which effectively insured the success of
both his Short Course and SS-5. Several high-profile uranium research groups were attending (Notre
Dame, University of Michigan, UC Davis, Queen’s, St. Petersburg State University).
(3) The proposal by Jeff Young to have a special session on First Nations Geoscience (SS-22) was
approved. This session proved an effective way of improving the visibility of geosciences, GAC and
other professional organizations in Manitoba aboriginal community and advancing the dialogue
between geoscientists and First Nations.
(4) Fairly early in the process, it was decided to take a proactive approach to creating a balanced and
inclusive program. Members of professional societies other than the GAC and MAC were alerted about
the Meeting via printed and web-based media in the fall of 2010. Suggestions for session and symposia
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were then solicited in two rounds (spring-summer 2011, winter 2012) locally (Department of
Geological Sciences, Natural Resources Institute, Department of Environment and Geography at the
University of Manitoba, Brandon University, Manitoba Geological Survey), nationally and
internationally. Two of the best-attended sessions (SY-2: 16 talks, 10 posters; SS-5: 31 talks, 13
posters) were organized and convened by non-Canadian delegates.
(5) The Subcommittee closely monitored the progress of session organizers, sending timely reminders and
updates from the time when the preliminary program was being put together (summer 2011) practically
all the way up to the Meeting.
(6) Program conflicts were effectively avoided, but in a few cases, where they were an issue for some
delegates, the Subcommittee did everything in our power to modify the program to accommodate these
requests.
(7) The plenary addresses and public lecture were prominently advertised on the Meeting website, and
included in the online Program-at-a-glance and all final printed materials to make sure they were
adequately attended.
Subcommittee activities timeline
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

June 2010: C. Böhm and M. Fayek are appointed as Co-chairs of the Technical Program
Subcommittee.
October 2010: additional members are recruited; a short notice about the Meeting is circulated to the
geosciences community at large via online forums and professional associations (MSA, Geochemical
Society, AGU, etc.).
Fall 2010: GAC Divisions and MAC are invited to sponsor, or advise on, sessions and symposia.
December 2010: the feasibility of holding the Winnipeg 2013 on the University of Manitoba campus
is discussed, and a number of problems are identified (such as its remoteness from the city centre,
lack of adequate facilities, etc.). The Subcommittee is delegated to investigate the possibility of
hosting the Meeting at the Winnipeg Convention Centre (WCC) in downtown Winnipeg.
February 24, 2011: a site inspection of the WCC facilities is conducted following preliminary
discussions re. the availability, costs and planning with the WCC management, and of the Technical
Program requirements for space with the LOC.
March 30, 2011: the LOC makes the decision to hold the Winnipeg 2013 at the WCC.
April 2011: the venue change is ratified by the GAC and MAC Councils.
April-May, 2011: first call for symposia and special sessions is sent out (see Appendix E);
preliminary requirements for space are formalized to draft a room contract with the WCC.
September 26, 2011: the Technical Program is beginning to take shape (proposals received for five
special sessions and two symposia); the Subcommittee’s financial needs (mostly, for plenary
speakers) are discussed.
December 13, 2011: avenues for attracting further session/symposium proposals and broadening the
scope of the Technical Program are discussed. The decision is made to launch a second call for
session proposals and coordinate it with those for field trip and short course proposals.
December 22, 2011: second (final) call is sent out (proposal submission deadline, February 17,
2011).
February 3, 2012: ten special session and five symposium proposals are received; 18 additional
proposals are still in their “discussion” stage.
March 5, 2012: overlaps and gaps in the preliminary Technical Program are identified; further steps
toward the development of a more balanced Program are outlined. “Target areas”, where additional
proposals should be solicited, are identified.
March 2012: local and national research groups in the “target areas” are invited to organize sessions
on Arctic research, environment, paleontology, geophysics, structural geology, surficial and
Quaternary geology, Earth science education and GIS.
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March 25, 2012: a penultimate version of the Technical Program is developed for distribution with
the Winnipeg 2013 First Notice; the Program now consists of three Symposia and 26 Special
Sessions (Appendix E), subsequently updated to 28. Despite the Subcommittee’s efforts, no sessions
on structural or Quaternary themes were proposed.
April 27, 2012: a preliminary Meeting timetable is drafted based on the expected level of
interest/abstract volume.
May 4, 2012: the decision is made not to seek any further proposals; however, the suggestion to
accommodate late proposals for sessions/symposia is received favourably, provided they expand the
scope of the Meeting.
June 2012: in response to the comments from the Winnipeg 2012 LOC, the functionality of the
abstract review web portal is improved.
June 21, 2012: the joint request from the GAC and MAC to implement an abstract submission fee
for Winnipeg 2013 is discussed and declined by the LOC because of their concerns about the impact
of the fee on abstract submission and registration numbers, the effectiveness of a nominal fee in
reducing cancellations, the use of the fee to offset low registration fees, the fee being a deterrent for
overseas’ registrants, and the late timing of the GAC’s request in light of the Winnipeg 2013
planning schedule.
Summer 2012: environmental research groups at the U of M formalize their proposals for Special
Sessions on Prairie hydrology and Arctic sedimentary record.
September 17, 2012: the draft Technical Program is further refined in preparation for the Final
Notice; it now incorporates three Symposia, 32 Special Sessions and eight General Sessions. At this
point, the Program is based on 12 concurrently run oral sessions per day and a total of 80 poster
presentations. The abstract submission schedule and possible extension of the abstract submission
deadline are discussed.
September 20, 2012: a call for plenary speaker nominations is circulated to the LOC members. A
proposal for the allocation of funds for plenary speakers is submitted to the LOC (Appendix E).
October 1, 2013: a spreadsheet with complete Technical Program listings (titles in English and
French, organizers, sponsors in English and French) is submitted to the GAC headquarters.
October 10, 2010: two Special Sessions are added to the Program, bringing their total number to 34.
$10,000 is allocated in the budget for plenary speakers. The possibility of supporting some of the
invited and keynote speakers from the same fund is discussed, but it was decided to wait with a final
decision on this proposal until completion of the first round of sponsorship campaign.
October 13, 2010: the abstract submission deadline is set at January 21, 2013. The LOC reserves the
right to extend this deadline last-minute to February 1, 2013, depending on the number of abstract
submitted by the January 21 deadline. An abstract submission fee will not be charged.
October 31, 2012: The Subcommittee recommends that Paul Hoffman be invited as one of the
plenary speakers. SY-4 (Paul Hoffman symposium) is proposed by Brendan Murphy and finds
unanimous support.
October-November 2012: sponsorships for Special Sessions and Symposia are finalized; conveners
for General Sessions are invited.
November 14, 2012: the abstract submission site is tested, problems are identified and fixed. The
site is linked to the Winnipeg 2013 website. Paul Hoffman accepts the invitation to give a plenary
address.
November 2012: the Technical Program Subcommittee contacts all symposium/session organizers to
encourage them to start advertising their symposium/session and inviting contributions.
November 23, 2012: technical Information for presenters (oral and poster) is compiled, discussed
and circulated to symposium and session conveners (Appendix E). The instructions for presenters are
finalized for placement on the Winnipeg 2013 website. Gerry Kilfoil sets up the web-query and
abstract review pages.
December 13, 2012: first two abstracts are submitted. A newly received proposal for a Special
Session on IOCG is discussed and approved. An associated proposal for a workshop on IOCG is
rejected.
December 20, 2013: Harold Gibson accepts the LOC invitation to be a plenary speaker.
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January 10, 2013: the Winnipeg 2013 website is updated with the newest information on the plenary
speakers, sessions, etc. Passwords for individual session/symposia are added to the abstract
submission website to enable organizers to access and review abstracts submitted to their
session/symposium. The capacity of the space available at the WCC to accommodate the oral
sessions/symposia is discussed. The duration of normal and keynote talks, morning and afternoon
sessions are discussed and finalized assuming 540 talks and 12 oral sessions per day. The capacity is
deemed adequate.
January 15, 2013: session/symposium conveners are contacted with a reminder about the upcoming
abstract submission deadline and further instructions.
January 21, 2013: 387 abstracts are received (267 oral, 69 poster, 51 either); the abstract submission
deadline is extended to February 1, 2013.
February 5, 2013: 477 abstracts are received (324 oral, 88 poster, 65 either).
February 8, 2013: based on the actual number of abstracts received (<3 oral submissions), seven
Special Sessions are cancelled (Orogenic Belts in Central Asia; Adakites and TTGs; Evolving
Carbonate Environments; Arctic Sediments; Arctic Seabed Geological Mapping; Lakes as Archives
of Environmental Change; Understanding Prairie Hydrology – many of these special sessions were
late additions).
February 15, 2013: conveners of the “borderline” sessions (< 5 oral presentations) are asked to
either cancel their session, go forward with a quarter-day time slot (10:20-11:20 am), or have the
abstracts submitted to their session re-assigned to the second-choice session.
February 22, 2013: conveners are contacted with detailed instructions for abstract handling (review,
acceptance or rejection). The Technical Program is updated to 23 Special and seven General
Sessions; all four Symposia are “a go”.
March 11, 2013: all abstracts have been reviewed and assigned to a Symposium, Special Session or
General Session. Presentation times, dates and locations have been added to the database.
March 15, 2013: confirmation e-mails are sent out by the GAC to the corresponding authors of
accepted abstracts (5 abstracts were rejected).
March 21, 2013: a preliminary version of online Program-at-a-glance is tested and linked to the
Meeting website.
April 1, 2013: the Technical Program is fine-tuned, the cancelled sessions are removed and
remaining sessions renumbered; the online Special Session listing is updated. The revised Technical
Program consists of 4 Symposia, 23 Special Sessions and 7 General Sessions with 10
sessions/symposia running concurrently on each of the three days of the Meeting.
April 4, 2013: early-bird registration reminders and request for further information are sent to
conveners of all sessions/symposia (Appendix E).
April 12, 2013: first draft of the Abstracts and Program Volume is circulated to the LOC for
comments and corrections. All authors/presenters and GAC and MAC members at large are
reminded about the upcoming early-bird registration deadline. Information for presenters and details
on the plenary addresses are provided for the program. Complimentary registration forms are sent to
the plenary speakers.
April 16, 2013: due to limited response to the previous call for further information, a reminder
request is sent to conveners (Appendix E).
April 21, 2013: convener information is finalized for the Program.
April – early May 2013: countless requests for changes in the Program and abstracts are made on a
daily basis in collaboration with Gerry Kilfoil (database administrator, Program-at-a-Glance) and
Eleanor Penney (GAC administration). All changes in the abstract database are immediately updated
in the online program.
May 3, 2013: a reminder is sent to delegates who had submitted abstracts but not yet registered for
the Meeting (Appendix E). Several cancellations due to visa problems are received and added to the
Program-at-a-glance and erratum sheet for the printed Program.
May 10, 2013: further technical information is communicated to session/symposium conveners.
Conveners of sessions with gaps due to abstract withdrawals are encouraged to make adjustments to
their session schedules (Appendix E).
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May 27, 2013: Gerry Kilfoil made further updates and improvements on the abstract submission
database that now allow searching the database for Rejected, Withdrawn and Cancelled abstracts.
May 30, 2013: the two Plenary speakers were contacted to start the expense claim process for their
travel (airfare, taxis) and hotel accommodations.

Issues and Recommendations
(1) The last talk in each morning session should be scheduled so as to avoid any potential time conflict
with plenary addresses (perhaps, even assume that some of these sessions will be running 2-3 minutes
behind the schedule), and to provide ample time for everyone to get to the presentation theater and for
the plenary speakers to load their presentation on the computer.
(2) Visa issues (see above). Although the LOC provided non-Canadian delegates requiring a visa to attend
the Meeting with an invitation letter some three months in advance of the Meeting, our example shows
that that the nine-ten weeks between the acceptance of abstracts by the GAC-MAC and the Meeting is
insufficient for obtaining a visa in some of the countries. There was not enough time to include these
last-minute cancellations in the printed Program and both the Subcommittee and conveners had to get
really creative to deal with this problem (for example, SS-23 had three last-minute visa-related
cancellations).

Submitted by: Christian Böhm, Manitoba Geological Survey
Anton Chakhmouradian, Dept. of Geological Sciences, University of Manitoba
Email: christian.bohm@gov.mb.ca
Phone: (204) 945-6549
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14. TECHNICAL SERVICES
Subcommittee Chair: Neil Ball (University of Manitoba)
Responsibilities
The Technical Services Committee had five main responsibilities: arranging the venue, coordinating all AV
equipment, provision of display boards for poster sessions, organizing student volunteers, and taking care of
all on-site signage.
The Venue
The Winnipeg Convention Centre (WCC) was selected as the venue for GAC-MAC 2013 early in the
planning stages. As Technical Services Chair I was one of the main contacts with the WCC. Initially contact
was with the WCC Sales Manager, to secure the needed space, and subsequently, with an Event Coordinator
for arranging all the details for our use of the space. Convention Centre staff were always cordial, helpful and
extremely efficient.
As the meeting approached we had finally settled on running 10 concurrent sessions. The meeting rooms
consisted of four ‘small’ rooms with seating for 75, five ‘medium’ sized rooms with seating for 130, and one
large theatre with seating for 280. The large theatre was shared amongst the symposia over the three days of
the conference. It was also used for the GAC Presidential Address, the two plenary talks and the Public
Lecture.
Nine of the session rooms were located centrally on the main floor of the WCC while the theatre was up one
flight of stairs, across from the Exhibits Hall/Poster Sessions/Refreshment Area. Proximity of all rooms
allowed the Technical sessions to run on schedule, for the most part.
AV Equipment
All necessary AV equipment was rented from AVW-TELAV. Each session room was equipped with a
laptop, data projector, screen, laser pointer, and presentation timer, all from AVW. The WCC included in the
room rentals a lighted podium, house PA, and head table. Included with the rental of the AV equipment were
two AV technicians and an on-site manager that were readily available throughout the conference.
The same company provided the necessary AV equipment for the Speaker Ready room, the Internet Café,
Registration area, Luncheons, and Short Courses. Business Meetings held at the WCC were generally
assigned to sessions rooms during the lunch break or once the sessions had ended for the day and had the use
of the AV equipment, if needed.
Poster Sessions
The same company (Central Display) that provided the pipe and drape exhibit booths was contracted for the
necessary display boards for the poster sessions. The boards were double-sided, 4’ x 6’, and suitable for
either push-pin or Velcro fasteners. A few extra boards were ordered and these came in handy for use in the
Registration area for announcements, in the Teacher Workshop for displays, and in the reception honoring
Bob Martin.
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Student Volunteers
A total of 36 student volunteers were recruited from the University of Manitoba, University of Winnipeg,
Brandon University, and University of Saskatchewan. An additional 10-15 students had expressed interest
during the initial recruitment drive but, as the meeting approached, either had to cancel or simply didn’t
respond to emails.
For a minimum 8-12 hours of volunteer time students were offered free student registration, daily continental
breakfast, a commemorative ‘STAFF’ t-shirt, and admission to the Friday evening wind-up reception, in
addition to the opportunity to actively participate in an international Geoscience conference, effectively at no
cost.
Volunteers were used as ‘Session Monitors’, at the Registration Desk, in the Speaker Ready Room, as Ticket
Takers at social events, in the Poster Session area, and for Signage. Graduate students were employed
exclusively as session monitors and every attempt was made to assign them to sessions they had indicated in
interest in.
All volunteers were required to sign-in before the start of their shifts at the LOC office on-site. Additionally,
all had been briefed during a pre-meeting orientation session on the duties and responsibilities for all possible
tasks. Combined, this allowed me to substitute one of my “spare” volunteers for any assignment where the
volunteer was late or a no-show. Over the course of the entire conference this occurred on only one occasion
where a volunteer from out of town misjudged travel time and was a few minutes late for their assignment.
Every technical session was assigned a volunteer Session Monitor whose duties were to ensure the session
ran smoothly and on time. All were provided with a short list of emergency contact numbers including the
AV manager on-site, in case of any AV equipment issues. They were there to assist with loading speakers’
talks, to ensure the sponsor slides were displayed during the breaks, operate the lights in the room, keep track
of the laser pointer between talks, etc.
I had one very responsible student volunteer as an assistant prior to, and throughout the meeting, that had
been kept up to date on most aspects of the planning. In most cases this allowed us to have at least one person
available in, or around, the LOC office at all times for sign-in of volunteers, etc.
Recommendation. I highly recommend assigning a single committee member to dealing with volunteers. It
is a very time-consuming task communicating with all volunteers, getting them registered for the conference,
organizing their task assignments, ordering and distributing t-shirts and organizing and running one, or more,
pre-meeting orientation sessions.
Signage
There were two categories of signs in use: permanent and temporary. The permanent signs included all the
directional signs, most used in the Registration Area as well as many in the Exhibit Hall. Temporary signs
were mainly the daily program signs posted outside each session room and those for specific events. The
WCC provided us with all the easels required for signs throughout the meeting.
On one visit to the WCC, well before the start of the meeting, we determined where all the directional signs
were to be located. The idea was to direct delegates to the Registration Area regardless of which building
entrance was used.
By far the most trying part of this task was the continued changes to the technical program in the weeks
leading up to the meeting and the many revisions required (mostly deletions for withdrawn talks).
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Working closely with the Technical Program Chair(s) we finally had to decide on a cut-off date for any
further changes to signs, with all further changes to be included on the errata sheet provided with delegates’
registration packages. This was driven mostly by the time required by the sign company that did the printing
of the signs.
A single volunteer was used for the initial installation of all signs and the subsequent changing of the daily
program listings and removal of signs for special events once the event had concluded.
Recommendation. Signage is a large job that should be started well in advance of the meeting. It involves
the design and layout of a sign template, extensive text entry, determining suitable locations for all signs,
obtaining quotations from and deciding on a sign maker, much proofing of text, pick-up, transportation and
distribution, and final removal of all signs.
Overall Budget
GAC-MAC 2013 - Winnipeg Convention Centre - May21-24, 2013
Technical Services - Overall Budget
Item
Rooms (WCC)
AV rental (AVW-TELAV/WCC)
Poster boards (Central Display)

Details

Duration
Tues-Fri
Tues-Fri
Tues-Fri

Staff
Signage

Sign Express - final invoices (x2)

Tues-Fri

T-shirts for volunteers 1
cell phone (pay-as-you-go)

LOGO - final invoice
Tech. Services chair

Tues-Fri
May 2013

Additional Expenses
Expenses - GAC-MAC 2012
Expenses - GAC-MAC 2013

FINALIZED
Oct 18/12 Mar 05/12 Preliminary
BUDGET
Budget
Budget
Budget
30998.63 30,350.25 36,760.50 34,305.00
30706.62 31,726.88 32,200.00 26,415.00
4446.40
5,488.00 I: 5488.00
5,500.00
II: 7314.00
8,000.00
0.00
4,922.00
3,212.00
5,262.00
2446.08
1,500.00
1,500.00
1,500.00
688.95
144.48

finalized
finalized

2384.62
896.56

450.00
150.00

2,384.00
1,010.00

300.00
150.00

450.00

I: 79610.50 I:
II: 81436.50 II:

~73000
~75000

3,000.00
1,000.00

3,000.00
1,000.00

4,000.00
TOTAL
1

Volunteer t-shirts is also included on Registration final budget.

Submitted by: Neil Ball
Dept. of Geological Sciences, University of Manitoba
Email: na_ball@umanitoba.ca
Phone: (204) 474-8075

72712.34

77,981.13

85,436.50

79,000.00
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15. TRANSPORTATION
Subcommittee Chair: Chris Couëslan (Manitoba Geological Survey)
Background
The aim of the transportation committee was to arrange a reduction in air travel cost for delegates, to
approach vehicle rental agencies and bus charter companies regarding group rates for special event and field
trip bookings, and to investigate possible travel needs for delegates and organizers within the city during the
conference.
Results
Early on it was recognized from previous LOC final reports (Halifax 2005, Yellowknife 2007) that airlines
were unlikely to provide discounts any different from regular seat sale prices, and that such discounts were
likely to come with restrictions (travel agent or telephone bookings only). It was therefore decided not
approach airlines to be official conference carriers.
A special group rate was obtained from Enterprise Rent-A-Car through an existing contract held by the
University of Manitoba, and bookings were organized by Donna Danyluk of the Geological Sciences
Department. Mini-van and SUV rentals were used for both special events and field trips. A mini-van rental
that was booked for one of the special events was retained for the duration of the conference as a “go-for”
vehicle, for unforeseen transportation or logistical needs.
The central location of the Winnipeg Convention Center minimized any need for organized delegate
transportation either from the airport to their accommodations or from their accommodations to the
conference. Winnipeg Transit schedules were provided to the organizers of the GAC layered mafic intrusions
short course that was held at the University of Manitoba. The transit schedules were distributed by the short
course organizers to the registered participants.
Issues and Recommendations
Initially, Enterprise Rent-A-Car and two local bus charter companies were approached to obtain group rates
for rentals and charters; however, our needs were not of sufficient scale to garner interest. A modest discount
was proposed by Enterprise Business Rentals; however, better rates could typically be obtained for multi-day
rentals by approaching individual Enterprise branch locations. In the end, all vehicle rentals were made
through the University of Manitoba group-rate contract. None of the bus charter companies contacted
provided discounted rates for group bookings.

Submitted by: Chris Couëslan
Manitoba Geological Survey
Email: chris.coueslan@gov.mb.ca
Phone: (204) 945-6548

Winnipeg 2013 – Final Report

Page 62

APPENDIX A: EXHIBITS
1. Registration Form
Winnipeg 2013
Geological Association of Canada and Mineralogical Association of Canada
Joint Annual Meeting May 22-24, Winnipeg Convention Centre
GENERAL EXHIBITOR REGISTRATION FORM
To be completed by all Exhibitors and E-mailed back to Bill Buhay (bill.buhay@gmail.com)
Exhibitors: Fill in the green shaded sections only (where applicable)
Name of Exhibitor Organization (appearing on the badges)
Booth Assignment
Contact Address:
Street
City
Country
Business Phone
Fax
E-mail

P.O. Box
Province/State
Postal/Zip Code
Home Phone
Cell

Booth Personnel - Fill in names as they should appear on badges
One full conference registration and up to three “exhibitor only” name tags are included in the
booth rental fee for commercial, government and university exhibitors. The “exhibitor only” name
tags allow access to the Trade Show and the Tuesday evening Icebreaker Reception only. Arts &
crafts exhibitors will receive up to three complimentary “exhibitor only” name tags but full
conference registration is NOT included.
1) Name (full registration included):
2) Name:
3) Name:
4) Name:
(A) Booth Rental Fees
Commercial/Government: $1008 (GST and PST included)
University/College: $728 (GST and PST included)
Arts/Crafts: $392 (GST and PST included)

(B) Evening and Luncheon Events
Prairie Roundup (Thursday May 23)
Wind-up Evening (Friday May 24)
GAC Luncheon (Wednesday May 22)
Student Networking Luncheon (Wednesday May 22)
MAC Luncheon (Thursday May 23)
MDD Luncheon (Friday May 24)

$95 (GST and PST included)
$35 (GST and PST included)
$55 (GST and PST included)
$35 (GST and PST included)
$55 (GST and PST included)
$55 (GST and PST included)

(C) Tours
Assiniboine Park Zoo (Wednesday May 22)
Manitoba Museum (Thursday May 23)

$25 (GST and PST included)
$30 (GST and PST included)

GST Registration Number

11926 0669 RT0001

Subtotal A

$0.00

No. of
Tickets
0
0
0
0
0
0
Subtotal B

Cost
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

0
0
Subtotal C

Cost
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Total

$0.00

Payment Methods (Canadian funds only): Cheques or money orders ONLY (no credit card payments), payable to University of
Manitoba, GAC-MAC Winnipeg 2013. An invoice can be provided upon request
Method of Payment (please type an "X" in one of the green boxes provided below)
If you also require and invoice please type an "X" in the dark green box)
money order (mailed to Dr. Norm Halden)
cheque (mailed to Dr. Norm Halden)
invoice requested (from Dr. Norm Halden)

X

Dr. Norm Halden, Department of Geological Sciences, 440 Wallace Building, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, MB, R3T 2N2
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3. EXHIBITION INFORMATION (Flyer Version)

Please Join Us in Winnipeg for GAC-MAC 2013
Invitation to Exhibitors
We invite you to attend the Joint Annual Meeting of GAC-MAC to be held at the Winnipeg Convention
nd
th
Centre, Winnipeg MB., May 22 to 24 , 2013. The Trade Show, which includes commercial, government,
university and art/crafts exhibits, is an integral part of the meeting and provides the up to 1000 delegates
(professional and academic geoscientists from around the world) with valued exposure to each exhibitor’s
products and services. Reasonably priced exhibition space is limited and will be assigned on a first come –
first served basis.
Exhibitor Information
Commercial, government, university and arts & crafts exhibits will be located on the second floor of the
Winnipeg Convention Centre in meeting rooms 2-EFGH (see the floor plan). The poster sessions, lounge
areas and coffee stations will be set up directly adjacent to the exhibitor booths for maximum exposure. The
Icebreaker Reception will also be held in the Trade Show area.
Booth Rental Fees




Commercial/Government: $1008 (GST and PST included)
University/College: $728 (GST and PST included)
Arts/Crafts: $392 (GST and PST included)

One full conference registration and up to three “exhibitor only” name tags are included in the booth rental
fee for commercial, government and university exhibitors. The “exhibitor only” name tags allow access to the
Trade Show and the Tuesday evening Icebreaker Reception only. Arts & crafts exhibitors will receive up to
three complimentary “exhibitor only” name tags but full registration for the Technical Program is NOT
included in the arts & crafts exhibit space rental fee.
Booking Exhibit Space
Booths will be assigned by the Local Organizing Committee on a first come – first served basis. After receipt
of an exhibitor’s application, the requested booth space will be held for a maximum of 48 hours and only
confirmed once the local organizing committee receives the completed Trade Show Exhibit Space
Reservation Form and payment.
Floor Plan
Click on the link to view a detailed floor plan and check booth availability.
Cancellations
All cancellation requests must be made to the Exhibits Chair in writing, no later than April 1, 2013. No
cancellations will be accepted after this date. The date that a specific exhibitor’s cancellation request is
received will be the official cancellation date for the exhibitor. A $100 administration fee will apply to all
cancellations.

Winnipeg 2013 – Final Report

Page 65

Schedule for Setup, Exhibition Times and Take Down
Exhibit set-up
Icebreaker reception
Exhibition hours

Exhibit take-down

Tuesday, May 21
Tuesday, May 21
Wednesday, May 22
Thursday, May 23
Friday, May 24
Friday, May 24

1.00 PM – 6.00 PM
7.00 PM – 10.00 PM
10:00 AM – 6:00 PM
10:00 AM – 6:00 PM
10.00 AM – 4.00 PM
4.00 PM – 6.00 PM

Booth Size and Equipment
The conference and trade show on site service provider is Central Display Ltd. (e-mail:
info@centraldisplay.ca; web site: www.centraldisplay.ca/contact.aspx; Tel: 204-237-3367; Fax: 204-2351063).
Each exhibitor booth is supplied with: 10’ × 8’ Flame Resistant Draped Booth, 8’ high Back wall, 3’ high Side
arms, 1 – 6’ Decorated table, 2 – Folding chairs, 1 – Waste basket, 1 – Electrical outlet.
Additional presentation services/equipment (digital services, computer equipment, projector rentals, etc.) are
available from AVW- TELAV (Winnipeg Convention Centre – Tel: 204-775-6198; web site:
www.avwtelav.com) or any other audio visual provider you choose. Hardwire internet connections are
available upon request from the Winnipeg Convention Centre (contact WCC Event Coordinator Suzanne
Lahr - e-mail: suzannel@wcc.mb.ca). WiFi will be available throughout the building during the convention.
Trade Show participants who require freight handling and storage services can request them from Central
Display Ltd. by completing the Material Handling Form (available on request from Central Display or Bill
Buhay) and e-mailing it to Central Display (e-mail: info@centraldisplay.ca).
Exhibition Information
Any notice or enquiries should be addressed to the Exhibits Coordinator:
Bill Buhay, E-Mail: bill.buhay@gmail.com; Phone 204-786-9226; Fax 204-774-4134
Deartment of Geography, University of Winnipeg, Winnipeg, MB, Canada R3B 2E9
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4. EXHIBITION INFORMATION (Full Version)
We are pleased to welcome your organization/company as a participant in the GAC-MAC ∙ AGC-AMC
Winnipeg 2013 Conference and Trade Show. Please read this document for important information.
1. OFFICIAL FUNCTION TITLE: GAC-MAC ∙ AGC-AMC Winnipeg 2013
2. DATES OF CONVENTION: May 22 -24, 2013
3. PLACE OF CONVENTION: Winnipeg Convention Centre
375 York Avenue Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3C 3J3
4. HOURS OF EXHIBITING:
Set up
Icebreaker reception
Exhibition hours

Tuesday, May 21
Tuesday, May 21
Wednesday, May 22
Thursday, May 23
Friday, May 24
Friday, May 24

Exhibit take-down

1.00 PM – 6.00 PM
7.00 PM – 10.00 PM
10:00 AM – 6:00 PM
10:00 AM – 6:00 PM
10.00 AM – 4.00 PM
4.00 PM – 6.00 PM

5. BOOTH RENTAL PRICING: Commercial/Government: $1008; University/College: $728; Arts/Crafts: $392
(GST and PST included).
6. SPACE AVAILABILITY
Booth space will be ready for exhibitors to arrange displays on Tuesday, May 21, 2013 1:00 PM – 6:00 PM.
Neither exhibitors nor merchandise may enter prior to this time.
7. SHIPPING, RECEIVING, UNLOADING, MOVING AND HANDLING OF EXHIBITOR’S MATERIAL AT
SHOW SITE
The conference and trade show on site service provider is Central Display Ltd. (e-mail:
info@centraldisplay.ca; www.centraldisplay.ca/contact.aspx; Tel: 204-237-3367; Fax: 204-2351063).
Each exhibitor booth is supplied with:
10’ × 8’ Flame Resistant Draped Booth
8’ high Back wall
3’ high side arms
1 – 6’ Decorated Table
2 – Folding chairs
1 – Waste basket
1 – Electrical outlet
Additional presentation services/equipment (digital services, computer equipment, projector rentals, etc.) are
available from AVW- TELAV (Winnipeg Convention Centre – Tel: 204-775-6198; web site:
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www.avwtelav.com) or any other audio visual provider you choose. Hardwire internet connections are
available upon request from the Winnipeg Convention Centre (contact WCC Event Coordinator Suzanne
Lahr - e-mail: suzannel@wcc.mb.ca). WiFi will be available throughout the building during the convention.
Trade Show participants who require freight handling and storage services can request them from Central
Display Ltd. by completing the Material Handling Form (available on request from Central Display or Bill
Buhay) and emailing it to Central Display (info@centraldisplay.ca).
8. WINNIPEG CONVENTION CENTRE PARKING
The Winnipeg Convention Centre has two levels of climate controlled underground parking to accommodate
up to 560 vehicles.
The entrance to the parkade is from Carlton Street (East side), with the exit of the lower parking level onto
Edmonton Street (West side). The exit for the upper parking level is via Edmonton Street (daytime hours to 3
p.m.) or via Carlton Street
(map: http://www.wcc.mb.ca/pdf/dntnmap.pdf).
Both parkade levels are monitored by Security Officers and Cameras 24 hours a day, however, users are
reminded that articles of value should not be left/stored in any vehicle as the Centre is not responsible for any
loss or theft.
Both parkade levels are accessible via the Centre's passenger elevators located at the corners of the
parkade, as well as stairwells. Designated disabled parking stalls are located immediately adjacent to each
passenger elevator. All elevators are marked with colour-coded icons for ease of use and building pillars are
numbered.
Parking Fees
Event Rates
Under half hour
Under 1 hour
Under 2 hours
Under 3 hours
Under 4 hours
4-12 hours
12-24 hours
Evening

$2.00
$4.00
$6.00
$9.00
$12.00
$15.00
$18.00
$7.00
$7.00

The parkade accepts cash & credit cards for the payment of parking fees (no interact).
Vehicle Access
The parkade accommodates standard passenger vehicles (cars, half-ton trucks and vans), however,
oversized sports utility vehicles and other vehicles may exceed the parkade height restriction. A
measure bar for vehicle height is located at the entry door.
Display Materials & Freight Items
The upper parkade level is serviced by two freight elevators, which must be utilized (through
advance arrangements via the Centre's receiver/security office) to move any display units or other
goods from the parkade level to the Centre's function rooms. Displays/goods & materials are NOT
ALLOWED to be transported via the passenger elevators. The primary loading dock to be utilized is
located at the north west corner of the ground level. (At the Edmonton Street & St. Mary Avenue
corner)
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9. DISPLAY BOOTHS
As indicated on the Conference Floor plan, all exhibit spaces measure approximately 3 m (10 feet) long and
2.5 m (8 feet) deep and are equipped with pipe and drape, table with cloth, two chairs, waste basket and
electrical outlet. Displays and exhibits shall not be placed in such a manner as to interfere with other exhibits.
10. USE OF EXHIBIT SPACE
All demonstrations, interviews, or other sales activities must be confined to the limits of the exhibit booth. No
exhibitor shall assign, sublet or apportion the whole or any part of the space allotted to him without the
knowledge and consent of the Exhibits Coordinator. Aisles must be kept clear and exhibits shall be arranged
so that sales personnel will remain inside the space rented.
11. NOISY OR OBNOXIOUS EQUIPMENT
If the operation of any equipment or apparatus produces noise of sufficient volume or odours found to be
annoying to the neighboring exhibitors or guests, it will be necessary to discontinue such operation.
Radio, television, motion pictures or other sound and visual aids will be operated in such a manner and
placed so as not to provide inconvenience to other exhibitors. Sounds must be at a level to reach no further
than the immediate vicinity of the Exhibitor’s area.
The Exhibits Coordinator reserves the right to prohibit use of any equipment contravening these regulations.
12. CONCESSIONS
Any and all concessions in the building including (but not limited to) checkroom, food, alcoholic beverages
and refreshment privileges are specifically reserved, and the Exhibitor agrees that none of the
aforementioned items shall be sold or offered by the Exhibitor on, from or about the leased space, without the
prior written permission of GAC-MAC ∙ AGC-AMC Winnipeg 2013 Exhibits Coordinator and the Winnipeg
Convention Centre.
13. LIABILITY
GAC-MAC ∙ AGC-AMC Winnipeg 2013 Conference and Trade Show and/or the Winnipeg Convention Centre
and/or their personnel will NOT be responsible for loss, theft and/or damage or injury to exhibits,
merchandise or personnel or other properties while such are on the property. The Exhibitor shall accept full
responsibility for any and all damage caused by the Exhibitor or its representatives and agrees to indemnify
and save harmless GAC-MAC ∙ AGC-AMC and/or the Winnipeg Convention Centre and/or their personnel
from and against any such loss, theft, damage or injury, no matter how caused.
14. PROTECTION OF EXHIBITORS PROPERTY
GAC-MAC ∙ AGC-AMC Winnipeg 2013 Conference and Trade Show and/or the Winnipeg Convention Centre
will NOT be responsible for the safety of exhibits and/or merchandise or personnel against theft, damage by
fire, accident or any other cause. In all cases, Exhibitors should provide their own insurance. Please note that
the exhibit rooms will be locked between 11pm and 6am each day (the Winnipeg Convention Centre does
provide 24-hour building – not exhibits walk through - security).
15. ENQUIRIES
Any notice or enquiries should be addressed to the Exhibits Coordinator at the applicable address specified
herein:
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Bill Buhay
E-Mail: bill.buhay@gmail.com
Phone 204-786-9226; Fax 204-774-4134
Mailing Address:
Department of Geography
University of Winnipeg
Canada R3B2E9
16. SURRENDER OF SPACE
The exhibitor shall on termination of the Term of Agreement surrender the premises to
GAC-MAC ∙ AGC-AMC Winnipeg 2013 Conference and Trade Show, and the Winnipeg Convention Centre,
in the same state and condition as at the commencement of the period, and clean and free of signs, displays
and other debris, merchandise and equipment.
In the event that the space is not vacated by the Exhibitor at the end of the period, GAC-MAC ∙ AGC-AMC
Winnipeg 2013 Conference and Trade Show and/or the Winnipeg Convention Centre has the right to remove
from the space, at the expense of the Exhibitor, all merchandise, goods and property of any kind which may
be then in the space, and GAC-MAC ∙ AGC-AMC Winnipeg 2013 Conference and Trade Show and/or the
Winnipeg Convention Centre shall not be liable for any damage or loss to such merchandise, goods or
property which may be sustained by reason of such removal or by storage after such removal; and the
Exhibitor expressly releases GAC-MAC ∙ AGC-AMC Winnipeg 2013 Conference and Trade Show and the
Winnipeg Convention Centre from any and all claims for such damages in that respect.
It is understood and agreed that on account of the shortness of the term of the Agreement, the time for
surrender of the space at the expiration of the Agreement (no later than 6pm on Friday May 24, 2013) is of
the essence of the Agreement. In the event that the Exhibitor fails to surrender the space as herein provided,
the Exhibitor shall pay GAC-MAC ∙ AGC-AMC Winnipeg 2013 Conference and Trade Show and the
Winnipeg Convention Centre, for all the damages which GAC-MAC ∙ AGC-AMC Winnipeg 2013 Conference
and Trade Show and/or the Winnipeg Convention Centre may have to pay, or may have sustained.
17. COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS AND INDEMNIFICATION
The Exhibitor will not do or permit anything to be done in, upon or about the space of the building, or bring or
keep anything therein which will in any way conflict with the regulations of the Fire, Police or Health
Departments or with the rules, regulations, by-laws or ordinances of any governmental authority having
jurisdiction over the premises or the business conducted therein, all of which the Exhibitor undertakes to
abide by and conform to.
The Exhibitor covenants and agrees that it will indemnify and hold harmless GAC-MAC ∙ AGC-AMC
Winnipeg 2013 Conference and Trade Show and the Winnipeg Convention Centre against any penalty
imposed for, or damage arising out of, the violation of any laws or ordinances by the Exhibitor, its agents,
employees, visitors, guests or licensees; and that it will protect, indemnify and hold harmless GAC-MAC ∙
AGC-AMC Winnipeg 2013 Conference and Trade Show and the Winnipeg Convention Centre against any
and all damage or expenses arising out of any accident or occurrence on or about the Premises causing
injury or death of any person or damage to property, and against any and all damage or expenses arising out
of any failure of the Exhibitor.
18. INSURANCE
The Exhibitor shall not do, or permit anything done, in or about the leased space or bring into, or keep upon
the leased space, anything which will in any way affect the fire risk or increase the rate of fire or other
insurance on the building, or which will in any way invalidate or conflict with fire insurance policies covering
the building. Should the rate of any type of insurance on the Building be increased by reason of any violation
of the Agreement by the Exhibitor, GAC-MAC ∙ AGC-AMC Winnipeg 2013 Conference and Trade Show and
the Winnipeg Convention Centre, in addition to all other remedies, may pay the amount of such increase, and
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the amount to be paid shall become payable by the Exhibitor as additional rent on demand. GAC-MAC ∙
AGC-AMC Winnipeg 2013 Conference and Trade Show and the Winnipeg Convention Centre will not
assume toward the Exhibitor any responsibility for the safety of exhibits against theft, fire, damage, accidents
or for any cause whatsoever.
In all cases, the Exhibitor must insure its own exhibits and merchandise.
19. WAIVER
No consent to any variation of any term or condition of this Agreement shall be valid unless in writing and
identified with the agreement.
20. NOTICES
Any notice by either party to the other shall be in writing and shall be given and shall be deemed to be duly
given if either delivered personally or sent by registered mail addressed to GAC-MAC ∙ AGC-AMC Winnipeg
2013 Conference and Trade Show or to the Exhibitor at the address given in the Agreement.
It is understood and agreed to by the Exhibitor that each and all of these Rules and Regulations shall
become part of this Contract and/or Agreement between the Association and/or show management and the
Exhibitor. The Exhibitor agrees to accept and legally abide by each and all of these Rules and Regulations.
21. ON-SITE SUPERVISION
The Trade Show Coordinator is charged with complete responsibility and full authority to enforce all of the
provisions of these Rules and Regulations for the benefit of all concerned. Any exceptions to, or deviation
from, these Rules may be made only on his authority.
GAC-MAC ∙ AGC-AMC Winnipeg 2013 Conference and Trade Show
per:
Bill Buhay
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APPENDIX C. PUBLICATIONS
Refer to attached pdf files of:




First Notice
Final Notice
Program with Abstracts

Winnipeg 2013 – Final Report

Page 76

APPENDIX D. SHORT COURSES
1. Details of MAC Short Course: Uranium: Cradle to Grave
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2. Details of Short Course GAC-1: Petrography of Mafic Layered Intrusions
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2013
Location: Department of Geological Sciences, University of Manitoba
Contact: James Scoates, University of British Columbia (e-mail: jscoates@eos.ubc.ca), and Jim Miller,
University of Minnesota Duluth (e-mail: mille066@d.umn.edu)
Registration: Will occur through the GAC-MAC Winnipeg 2013 website at: www.gacmacwinnipeg2013.ca
Instructors:

James Scoates (University of British Columbia)
Jim Miller (University of Minnesota Duluth)

Overview: This hands-on workshop is designed for professional geologists and geology students who are
working on mafic layered intrusions. The main focus will be to establish a robust foundation of descriptive
terminology for rocks in layered intrusions through observations of a large suite (>200) of hand samples and
thin sections from a variety of classic mafic layered intrusions (e.g., Skaergaard, Stillwater, Bushveld,
Duluth, Muskox). The workshop will review the basic terminology, nomenclature, and classification schemes
applied to mafic layered intrusions, with special emphasis on the mineralogy and textures commonly
observed in thin sections and possible petrologic interpretations. Geological maps and virtual field trips of the
intrusions will be used to place the sample suites in context. Examples of mineralization hosted in mafic
layered intrusions will also be examined (e.g., stratiform chromitites, reef-type platinum group element
deposits).
Required Background: Basic familiarity with mineral identification in hand sample and using a
petrographic microscope and with basic igneous processes that operate during the crystallization and cooling
of mafic intrusions.
Cost: ~$300, including lunch and course notes; ~$150 for students (note: costs are approximate at this stage).
Participants are responsible for making their own accommodation, breakfast, and dinner arrangements. A
shuttle will be run between hotels downtown and the University of Manitoba to allow participants to stay in
accommodations near the Convention Centre.
Participants: Max. 25 participants; max. 5 students
Schedule:
0830-0845: Welcoming comments and introduction to workshop goals
0845-0945: Lecture 1: Igneous Stratigraphy and Layering Characteristics of Mafic Layered Intrusions
0945-1000: Coffee Break
1000-1100: Lecture 2: Nomenclature and Classification of Mafic Layered Intrusions
1100-1200: Lecture 3: Virtual Field Trips of Mafic Layered Intrusions - Skaergaard, Sonju Lake, Stillwater,
Bushveld, and Muskox
1200-1300: Lunch
1300-1430: Lab 1: Closed-system Tholeiitic Intrusions: Skaergaard (East Greenland); Sonju Lake
(Minnesota)
1430-1500: Coffee Break
1500-1630: Lab 2: Open-system Ultramafic-Mafic Intrusions: Stillwater (Montana), Bushveld, (South
Africa), Muskox (Nunavut)
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3. Details of GAC-2: Impact Cratering: Processes and Products
Organizer: Dr. Gordon R. Osinski (gosinski@uwo.ca), Centre for Planetary Science and Exploration,
University of Western Ontario, London, ON N6A 5B7, Canada
Description:
Impact cratering is one of the most fundamental, yet poorly understood, geological processes in the Solar
System. On many planets, impact craters are the dominant geological landform. On Earth, erosion, plate
tectonics and volcanic resurfacing continually destroy the impact cratering record, but even here, the
geological, biological, and environmental effects of impact cratering are apparent. Impact events are
destructive and have been linked to at least one of the "big five" mass extinctions over the past 540 Ma. In
recent years, it has also become apparent that impact craters can also have beneficial effects: many impact
craters are associated with economic metalliferous ore deposits and hydrocarbon reservoirs. Impact events
can also create new biological niches, which can provide favourable conditions for the survival and evolution
of life and potentially on other planets such as Mars.
This short course will introduce students to the processes and products of impact cratering on Earth and
throughout the Solar System.
This course will focus on the following topics:






Impact cratering processes:
o Contact and compression.
o Excavation and ejecta emplacement.
o The modification stage and the formation of complex impact structures.
o Impact-induced hydrothermal activity.
Products of impact cratering.
o Impactites: Introduction, classification, and overview.
o Shock metamorphic effects in crystalline and sedimentary rocks.
o Impact melt rocks and glasses.
Effects of impact cratering: Destructive and beneficial:
o Destructive environmental effects of meteorite impact events.
o Beneficial microbial effects of meteorite impact events.
o Economic potential of meteorite impact structures.

The course will comprise a mix of lectures and hands-on activities, including investigation of hand samples,
thin sections, and remote sensing datasets. Various techniques used to study impact craters – geophysics,
geochemistry, geochronology, etc. – will be discussed throughout the course. Comparative case studies of
various impact structures will be utilized to highlight the major concepts, with attention drawn to the wellpreserved Canadian record of impact craters.
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APPENDIX E. TECHNICAL PROGRAM
1. Finalized List of Symposia, Special and General Sessions
Symposia
SY-1 (MAC)
Earth Materials, Petrological and Geochemical
Processes (in Honour of Frank C. Hawthorne)
SY-2 (MAC)
Granitic Pegmatites – From Fascinating
Crystals to High-Tech Elements (in Honour of
Petr Černý)
SY-3 (GAC Paleontology Division)
Life and Times of Phanerozoic Seas (in Honour
of Rolf Ludvigsen)
SY-4
Stirring the Pot: Geoscience Canada
Symposium (in Honour of Paul F. Hoffman)
Special Sessions
SS-1 (GAC Precambrian Division; GAC Mineral
Deposits Division)
Geoscience and Resources at Canada's
Northern Frontiers: Challenges and
Opportunities
SS-2 (GAC Precambrian Division; GAC
Volcanology and Igneous Petrology Division;
GAC Planetary Sciences Division; GAC
Mineral Deposits Division)
Assembly of North America: A Tectonic and
Metallogenic Reappraisal
SS-3 (GAC Precambrian Division; GAC
Volcanology and Igneous Petrology Division;
GAC Mineral Deposits Division)
Tectonic Evolution and Metallogeny of the
Superior Province: New Insights from the
North Caribou Terrane, the "Ring of Fire", and
Beyond
SS-4 (MAC)
Diamond: From Birth in the Mantle to
Emplacement in Kimberlite
SS-5 (GAC Environmental Earth Sciences
Division)
Uranium: Cradle to Grave
SS-6 (MAC)
Rare Earth Elements in Melts, Fluids and
Crystal Structures
SS-7 (GAC Mineral Deposits Division)
Precious and Rare Metals in the Volcanogenic
Massive Sulfide Environment

SS-8 (MAC)
Layered Intrusions: New Paradigms and
Approaches to Understanding Magmatic
Processes
SS-9 (GAC Mineral Deposits Division)
Magmatic Ni-Cu-PGE-Cr Deposits: OreForming Processes with Implications for
Exploration
SS-10 (GAC Mineral Deposits Division; Society
of Economic Geologists)
Metamorphism in the Ore Environment
SS-11 (GAC Geophysics Division - IGCP
Project 597: "Amalgamation and Breakup of
Pangæa")
Paleogeodynamics of the Earth Before Pangea
SS-12 (GAC Mineral Deposits Division)
Advances in Exploration Techniques
SS-13 (GAC Canadian Sedimentology Research
Group)
Williston Basin and Other Intracratonic Basins
- Sedimentology, Stratigraphy, Paleontology
and Resources
SS-14 (IAH – Canadian National Chapter)
Prairie Hydrogeology
SS-15
Geomicrobiological and Biogeochemical
Advances in Environmental Systems
SS-16 (GAC Planetary Science Division)
Impact Cratering: A Geological Process
SS-17 (GAC Planetary Science Division)
Terrestrial Analogues for Comparative
Planetary Geology and Astrobiology
SS-18 (GAC Planetary Science Division and
MAC)
Astromaterials: Meteorites and More
SS-19
Featured Articles in Geoscience Canada
SS-20
Does Geological Research Affect
Environmental Decisions?
SS-21 (Geoscientists Canada; APEGM)
Geoscience Professionalism: Issues,
responsibilities and information - what do you
need to know?
SS-22
First Nations Geoscience
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SS-23
Magmatic-Hydrothermal Deposits: Porphyry,
IOCG and Epithermal Systems
General Sessions
GS-1 (MAC)
Mineralogy, Crystallography and Mineral
Chemistry
GS-2 (MAC)
Igneous and Metamorphic Petrology and
Volcanology
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GS-3 (MAC)
Geochemistry and Geochronology
GS-4
Structural Geology and Tectonics
GS-5
Paleontology
GS-6
Quaternary Geology
GS-7
GIS and Remote Sensing

Winnipeg 2013 – Final Report

Page 81

2. Call for Symposia and Special sessions, April 2011

The 2013 Geological Association of Canada (GAC) and the Mineralogical
Association of Canada (MAC) Annual Meeting will be held 22-24 May
2013, in Winnipeg, Manitoba.

First Call for Special Sessions (SS) and
Technical Sessions (TS)*
Session Submission Deadline: October 1st 2011
Please send proposed session titles and descriptions to
Mostafa Fayek (fayek@cc.umanitoba.ca) and/or
Christian Böhm (christian.bohm@gov.mb.ca)
Special Session (SS) and Technical Session (TS) descriptions should be a maximum of 100 words
(excluding the title, organizers names, affiliations and email), and include a brief statement regarding
the significance of the session (e.g., dedication) and outline the type of contribution the organizer
would like to include in their session. *Abstracts that are submitted, but do not fit in a SS or TS will
be organized into General Sessions (GS) (e.g., Mineralogy, Geochemistry, Geophysics).
EXAMPLE (SS):

SS 1. Understanding minerals: from chemistry to structure, from structure to chemistry (Session
dedicated to Frank C. Hawthorne)
EXAMPLE (TS):

TS 1. Uranium in the Environment
Organizer: M. Fayek, Dept. Geological Sciences, University of Manitoba (fayek@cc.umanitoba.ca)
Uranium in natural (e.g., uranium deposits) and anthropogenic (e.g., nuclear waste disposal sites) systems
presents an increasing concern to humans in regards to ground water quality and habitat contamination.
Contributions on subjects of uranium in various geologic settings, from uranium deposit research and their
use as natural analogues for geologic disposal of spent nuclear fuel, to fate and transport of uranium in
solution, as nanoparticles, and colloids, are strongly encouraged. In addition, topics on toxicities and threats
to aqueous habitats are also encouraged.
Sponsoring Societies
 Mineralogical Association of Canada (MAC)
 Geological Association of Canada (GAC)
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3. Technical Program Status to March 27, 2012: Revised for the GAC-MAC 2013 First
Notice
SYMPOSIA
Earth Materials, Petrological and Geochemical Processes (in Honour of Frank C. Hawthorne)
Elena Sokolova, Norman Halden
Granitic Pegmatites – From Fascinating Crystals to High-Tech Elements (in Honour of Petr Černý)
Milan Novák
Life and Times of Phanerozoic Seas (in Honour of Rolf Ludvigsen)
Brian Pratt, Nigel Hughes, Ed Landing, Godfrey Nowlan, Dave Rudkin, Steve Westrop, Graham Young
SPECIAL SESSIONS
Geoscience and Resources at Canada's Northern Frontiers: Challenges and Opportunities
John Percival, John Ketchum, Luke Ootes, Dave Mate, Mostafa Fayek
Assembly of North America: A Tectonic and Metallogenic Reappraisal
Andrey Bekker, Sally Pehrsson, Natasha Wodicka, Christian Böhm
Tectonic Evolution and Metallogeny of the Superior Province: New Insights from the North Caribou
Terrane, the ‘Ring of Fire’, and Beyond
Scott Anderson, Christian Böhm, Tim Corkery, Peter Hollings
Diamond: From Birth in the Mantle to Emplacement in Kimberlite
Maya G. Kopylova, Yana Fedortchouk
Uranium: Cradle to Grave
Peter Burns, Mostafa Fayek
Rare Earth Elements in Melts, Fluids and Crystal Structures
Anton Chakhmouradian, Ian Coulson
Precious and Rare Metals in the Volcanogenic Massive Sulfide Environment
Patrick Mercier-Langevin, Harold Gibson, Simon Gagné
Testing Links Among Large Igneous Provinces, Iron Formations, and Volcanogenic Massive Sulfide
Deposits
Andrey Bekker, Richard Ernst
Layered Intrusions: New Paradigms and Approaches to Understanding Magmatic Processes
James S. Scoates, Jim Miller
Magmatic Ni-Cu-PGE-Cr Deposits: Ore-Forming Processes with Implications for Exploration
Michel Houlé, Valérie Bécu, Doreen E. Ames, Xue-Ming (Eric) Yang, Paul Gilbert
Evolutionary History and Metallogeny of Orogenic Belts in Central East Asia
Ekaterina Reguir, Jindrich Kynicky, Xu Cheng
Metamorphism in the Ore Environment
Chris Couëslan, Doug Tinkham, David Pattison, Simon Gagné
Adakites and Tonalite-Trondhjemite-Granodiorites
Robert Marquis, Andrea Amortegui, Guillaume Allard
Geophysical Constraints on Continental Tectonics
Andrew Frederiksen, Ian Ferguson
Advances in Exploration Techniques
Julie Palich
Evolving Carbonate Environments from Precambrian to Modern: Sedimentological and Geochemical
Perspectives
Andrey Bekker, Nancy Chow, Elizabeth Turner
Arctic Sediments: Sources, Pathways, Sinks, and Records of Climate Change in Arctic Seas
Zou Zou Kuzyk, Robie Macdonald
Lakes as Archives of Environmental Change
Fawn Last, William Last
Geomicrobiological and Biogeochemical Advances in Environmental Systems
Ian Power, Lachlan MacLean
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Williston Basin and Other Intracratonic Basins – Sedimentology, Stratigraphy, Paleontology and
Resources
Michelle Nicolas, Pamela Fulton-Regula, James Bamburak, Nancy Chow
Advances in Phanerozoic Geoscience in the Hudson Bay Basin, Foxe Basin and Hudson Strait
Michelle Nicolas, Derek Armstrong, Graham Young, Robert Elias
Impact Cratering: A Geological Process
Gordon Osinski, Richard Grieve
Terrestrial Analogues for Comparative Planetary Geology and Astrobiology
Ed Cloutis, Gordon Osinski
Astromaterials: Meteorites and More
Chris Herd
Featured Articles in Geoscience Canada
Brendan Murphy
First Nations Geoscience
Jeff Young, Linda Murphy
GENERAL SESSIONS
To be organized under various Earth Science disciplines.

4. Plenary Speaker Invitations, Proposal for Funds Allocation
Plenary Speaker Invitations
As Technical Program co-chair for GAC-MAC 2013 in Winnipeg (May 22-24, 2013 at the Winnipeg
Convention Centre; http://gacmacwinnipeg2013.ca/) I’d like to invite you to nominate speakers for the
prominent Plenary Address and Public Lecture events.
Please reply with your proposal(s) before the end of October, better earlier and before you forget to do so –
thank you. Your suggestion will be considered by the LOC.
GAC-MAC 2012 in St. John’s had Dr. Herb Helmstaedt (Queens U) give the Plenary Address (before lunch)
– he was talking about ‘ultra-high pressure processes and possible relations with diamond preservation or
similar’ if memory serves me right - and Dr. Steven Bruneau (MUN) gave a public lecture on ‘Icebergs’
(evening). Both events were well attended and received.
Ottawa 2011 had Dr. Roberta Rudnick (U of Maryland; ‘A Tale of Two Cratons’) and Dr. Larry Cathles
(Cornell U; ‘Humanity’s Greatest Risk is Risk Avoidance’) give the Plenary Addresses, and Dr. John Adams
(GSC) spoke about ‘The Val-des-Bois Quebec earthquake of June 23, 2010 and earthquakes in the Ottawa
Valley’ in the Public Lecture.
GeoCanada 2010 in Calgary had 4 Plenary Session Speakers: Dr. Kevin Parks (AGS; ‘Energy and Water
Systems In Alberta’), Dr. Jonathan Price (Director Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology; ‘The World has
Changed – Opportunities for Earth Scientists in the Mineral and Energy Arenas in the 21st Century), Dr.
Godfrey Nowlan (GSC; ‘Earth Science Literacy and Planetary Citizenship’), and Dr. Kate Moran (Senior
Policy Analyst, White House Office of Science and Technology Policy; ‘Past, Present, and Future Arctic Sea
Ice’). They also had two Special Events Luncheon Speakers: Ray Zahab (Sahara Desert ultra-runner and
South Pole show-shoe trekker) and Brent Butt (Saskatchewan comedian – Corner Gas).
Proposal for Allocation of Funds for Plenary and Invited Speakers
Scenario 1: The two Plenary and/or one public lecture speakers are not covered by sponsors. In this case, we
feel that the $10k allocated in the Technical Program budget should go towards these speakers (~$2k-$4k
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per speaker).
Scenario 2: Plenary and public lecture speakers are covered by sponsors (e.g. public lecture sponsored by
MB Hydro) and we have the allocated $10k available to sponsor invited speakers for all three Symposia
and 34 Technical Sessions. All Symposium and Special Session conveners are offered to submit a
proposal including budget to request funding to invite one (or more) pre-identified keynote speaker(s) by
[enter date]. Based on the order and quality of the proposals received by [enter date], the technical
program chairs/LOC will decide who to fund and at what level (up to total of $10k).
Scenario 3: Plenary and public lecture speakers are covered by sponsors as in Scenario 2, and >$10k will be
available to sponsor invited speakers (e.g. through additional sponsor funding).
Option a) All Symposium and Special Session conveners are offered to invite one (keynote) speaker, whose
registration fee we will cover (maximum of 37 registrations depending on number of applications; $600 x
37 = $22.2k).
Option b) All Symposium and Special Session conveners are offered to submit a proposal including budget
to request funding to invite one (or more) pre-identified keynote speaker(s) by [enter date]. Based on the
order and quality of the proposals received by [enter date], the technical program chairs/LOC will decide
who to fund and at what level (up to total of >$10k depending on availability of ‘excess’ sponsorship
funds).
Submitted by Christian Böhm and Mostafa Fayek
September

5. Information for Conveners
Dear conveners of sessions and symposia at GAC-MAC 2013, Winnipeg, MB:
Abstract submission via the website (http://gacmacwinnipeg2013.ca/) is now in progress. Please advertise
your sessions and begin to solicit abstracts. Deadline for abstract submissions is January 21, 2013. Please
note that a full day session includes ~15 presentations. Conveners will be provided with a password so that
they can access their sessions, review abstracts and arrange the order of the presentations. Keynote speakers
can be given a double time slot (40 minutes). Conveners of symposia may choose to solicit fewer abstracts
and give each speaker a double time slot.
20 minutes have been allotted for each paper; ~15 minutes for the presentation and ~5 minutes for
questions. Poster will be on view for the duration of the meeting. Poster board display area will be 1.2
metres (4 ft.) high by 1.8 metres (6 ft.) wide, and there will be a choice of pushpins or Velcro to affix
the posters to the poster boards.

6. Convener Information for the Program
Dear Conveners,
Please note that the early-bird registration deadline is fast approaching (April 15th). Please encourage
presenters to register early for GAC-MAC. In addition, if you are not planning on chairing your own
sessions, please send me a list of chairs so that their names can be included in the program. If we do not hear
from you by April 11th, we will assume that you are chairing your session and your name will appear in the
program as session chairs. Thank you.
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7. “Chase-up” E-mail to Unregistered Presenters
Dear Presenter,
Our records show that you have not yet registered for the Winnipeg 2013 GAC-MAC 2013 meeting. We
would like to encourage you to register by next Tuesday (May 7), please, if at all possible, or let us know at
your earliest convenience if you are no longer planning to attend the Meeting so that we could make the
necessary changes in session schedules and other printed materials. Prior to May 8, registration can still be
done online at http://gac.esd.mun.ca/gac_2013/start.asp, which will require a few easy steps and no more
than 10 minutes of your time.
We do hope that you are able to join us at Winnipeg 2013 and look forward to assisting you if you have any
problems with online registration. Thank you.

8. Information for Conveners and Presenters
Dear Session or Symposium Convener,
As the Winnipeg 2013 GAC-MAC Meeting is fast approaching, we would like to remind you that the
Meeting program, available at http://gac.esd.mun.ca/gac_2013/search_abs/program.asp, is being updated
regularly and any changes in the structure of your Session/Symposium due to cancellations will be
immediately reflected in that program. A printed program will be provided to all delegates at the Registration
Desk onsite and will be the official published program for the Meeting. All last-minute changes to the printed
program prior to May 17 will be summarized in an insert page that you will also receive at the Registration
Desk.
If you find a gap within the time slot allocated to your Session/Symposium in the online program, it indicates
that a paper has been recently withdrawn at the author’s request. At your discretion, these gaps can be filled
by 20-minute discussion periods, or made available to someone in your session who is scheduled to present a
poster, but would like, and is prepared, to do an oral presentation instead. In the latter case, please let us
know IMMEDIATELY who that alternative presenter is, so that we could reflect these changes in the
program insert.
To ensure that your Session or Symposium runs smoothly and is well-attended, we encourage you to
familiarize yourself with Technical Information for Presenters, available at
http://gacmacwinnipeg2013.ca/presenters_info.html.
Delegates scheduled to give an oral presentation are required to load their PowerPoint file in the room
where their presentation is scheduled, and on the day they are to speak, a minimum of 30 minutes
before the session is to begin. Each presentation room is equipped with a Microsoft Windows PC (running
Windows 7), and the presentations will be displayed using Microsoft PowerPoint 2010. There will be an
assistant in each presentation room available to help with this task. It is the responsibility of each presenter to
bring their talk in a PowerPoint-compatible format on either a memory key (preferred) or a CD/DVD, and to
make sure that their talk is uploaded in good time before the start of the session. Presentations will not be
uploaded during sessions, nor will it be possible for personal laptops to be used. It is Convener’s
responsibility to make sure each presenter stays within his/her designated time limit (for most talks, 15 min
for the presentation plus 5 min for questions). If you plan to use time warnings, please make sure your
explain to your presenters clearly whether that “5 MIN LEFT” sign means it is 5 minutes to the question
period or 5 minutes to the end of their allotted time.
For poster sessions, each presenter will be provided with a poster board measuring 1.2 m (height) by 1.8
m (width) in display area, and a choice of pushpins or Velcro to affix their posters to the boards. Poster
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board assignments will be on display at the Registration Desk and in the poster display area in 2FGH on the
second floor of the Convention Centre. Presenters are encouraged to hang their posters between 1:00 and
8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 21, or before 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 22. Although posters will remain
up for the entire duration of the meeting, poster sessions are scheduled for Wednesday, May 22 and
Thursday, May 23. Presenters are expected to be at their posters during the poster session between 4:00
and 6:00 pm on their allotted day. Official designated time for removal of posters is Friday, May 24,
between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m.
Please contact us if you have any questions. Thank you.
Technical Program Subcommittee
GAC-MAC 2013, Local Organizing Committee

